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Two  Jackson  pastors  and  their 
wives,  plus  a  number  of  Mississippi 
natives  were  among  81  persons  ap¬ 
pointed  to  foreign  mission  service  May 
24  by  the  Southern  Baptist  Foreign 
Mission  Board. 

William  and  Susan  Vail  will  serve  in 
Peru  where  he  will  be  a  general 
evangelist  and  she  will  be  a  church  and 
home  worker.  He  is  pastor  of 
McDowell  Boad  Church,  Jackson. 

He  is  a  graduate  of  Mississippi  Col¬ 
lege  and  New  Orieans  Seminary.  He 
has  served  as  pastor  of  Mount  Pisgah 
Church,  Eupora;  and  Pine  Grove 
Church,  Picayune. 

Susan  Weaver  Vail  attended  Missis¬ 
sippi  College  and  has  been  a  Jackson 
salesclerk  and  was  secretary  at  Pine 
Grove  Church,  Picayune. 

The  Vails  have  two  children:  Robert 
Austin,  born  in  1977;  and  Melissa 
Leigh,  19. 

Randel  and  Sheila  Trull  will  work  in 
Colombia  where  he  will  be  a  general 
evangelist  and  she  will  be  a  church  and 
home  worker.  He  is  pastor  of  Briar- 
wood  Drive  Church,  Jackson. 

He  is  a  graduate  of  East  Texas  Bap¬ 
tist  College  and  Southwestern  Semi- 


Anne  Dent 


Janice  Langston 


Senate  panel  approves 
tuition  tax  credit  bill 


By  Larry  Chesser 

WASHINGTON  (BP)-A  divided 
Senate  Finance  Committee  has  ap¬ 
proved  President  Reagan’s  tuition  tax 
credit  proposal  but  senators  on  both 
sides  of  the  controversial  measure 
agree  it  will  face  a  much  stiffer  chal¬ 
lenge  off  the  Senate  floor  * 

“it  win  take  otny  n  votes  to  get  this 
out  of  committee,”  Sen.  David  L.  Bo¬ 
ren,  D-Okla.,  reminded  panel  chair¬ 
man  Robert  J.  Dole,  R-Kan. ,  just  be¬ 
fore  the  final  vote.  “But  it  will  take  60 
votes  to  getitoutof  the  Senate,"  Boren 
quickly  added,  promising  a  filubuster 
if  the  bill  is  brought  up  on  th$  Senate 
floor. 

On  an  11-7  vote  the  committee  ap¬ 
proved  essentially  the  same  bill  it  pas¬ 
sed  late  in  the  last  Congress  which  was 
never  considered  by  the  full  Senate. 
When  fully  phased  in  over  three  years, 
S.  528  would  provide  parents  tax  cre¬ 
dits  of  up  to  $300  for  each  child  in  pri¬ 
vate  elementary  and  secondary 
schools.  The  maximum  family  income 
to  qualify  for  the  full  credit  would  be 
$40,000,  with  partial  credits  available 
until  a  family’s  income  reached 
$50,000. 

Instead  of  attaching  the  tax  credit 
bill  to  must-pass  legislation  such  as  the 
debt  ceiling  bill  being  handled  by  the 
committee,  the  panel  passed  S.  528  as 
an  individual  bill.  That  was  considered 
by  opponents  as  a  “victory  of  sorts,” 
according  to  an  aide  to  Boren  who  said 
the  Oklahoma  senator  “got  a  what  he 
feels  is  a  very  firm  commitment  from 


Taylor  receives 
national  award 


David  Taylor,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Howard  Taylor,  Pascagoula,  has 
earned  recognition  for  the  Ambas¬ 
sador  Service  National  Award  in 
Royal  Ambassadors.  This  is  the  high¬ 
est  honor  given  to  teenage  boys  in 
Southern  Baptist  missions  organiza¬ 
tions. 

David  received  the  award  for  com¬ 
pleting  750  hours  of  service  in  his  local 
church.  The  award  is  given  as  part  of 
the  Royal  Ambassador  Advancement 
plan. 

An  Ambassador  Service  Award  is 
given  for  each  150  hours  of  service  a 
boy  completes  at  his  church.  The  na¬ 
tional  award  is  given  to  a  boy  who  re¬ 
ceives  five  service  awards. 

David  is  a  member  of  Arlington 
Heights  Baptist  Church  of  Pascagou¬ 
la,  where  his  father  is  pastor. 


Dole  to  send  the  bill  to  the  floor  as  a 
free-standing  bill.” 

The  bill’s  single  requirement  on  par¬ 
ticipating  private  schools  is  ad>an  on 
race  discrimination.  The  committee 
turned  down  a  Boren  amendment  to 
strengthen  the  enforcement  provi¬ 
sion!  by  eliminating  the  need  for  the 
Attupiwr  Q—d  ~tn  demonstrate  In 
court  that  a  challenged  school  “in¬ 
tended”  to  discriminate  by  substitut¬ 
ing  a  “results”  standard  for  the  bill’s 
“intent”  test 

Administration  officials  estimate 
the  program’s  peak  cost  will  be  less 
than  $800  million  annually,  a  figure 
questioned  by  several  panel  members. 

(Chesser  writes  for  the  Baptist  Joint 
Committee.  I 


nary.  He  has  served  various  church 
staff  positions  in  the  Texas  cities  of 
Atlanta,  Omaha,  Douglassville, 
Burleson,  and  Fort  Worth.  And  he  was 
associate  pastor  of  First  Church,  Ok¬ 
lahoma  City. 

Sheila  Gonzales  Trull  is  a 
Shreveport  native  and  a  graduate  of 
East  Texas  Baptist  College.  She  is  a 
former  teacher. 

The  Trulls  have  two  children: 
Jonathan  David,  born  in  1975;  and  Joy 
Elise,  1977. 

Don  and  Anne  Dent  will  serve  in 
Singapore  where  he  will  be  a  general 
evangelist  and  she  will  be  a  home  and 
church  worker.  He  is  associate  direc¬ 
tor  of  religious  activities  at  Mississippi 
College. 

Dent  is  a  Jackson  native,  a  graduate 
of  Mississippi  College  and  of  Golden 
Gate  Seminary.  He  has  served  as  a 
summer  missionary  in  Oklahoma, 
Mississippi,  and  Malaysia;  minister  of 
youth  at  Ridgecrest  Church,  Jackson; 
FMB  special  project  minister  at  In¬ 
ternational  Baptist  Church,  Singa¬ 
pore;  and  pastor  intern  at  Tiburon 
(Calif.)  Baptist  Church. 

Anne  Jones  Dent  is  a  native  of 
Brookhaven,  a  graduate  of  Mississippi 
College,  was  assistant  BSU  director  at 
MC;  was  a  BSU  summer  missionary  in 
Kenya,  and  served  with  her  husband  in 
Singapore. 

The  Dents  have  one  child,  Chesed 
Anne,  born  in  1963. 

Ron  and  Jahice  Langston  will  work 
in  Zimbabwe  where  he  will  be  a  gen¬ 
eral  evangelist  and  she  will  be  a 
church  and  home  worker.  He  is  pastor 
of  Bowman  Church,  Lake  City,  Ark.  k 

A  graduate  of  Park  College  in 
Parkville,  Mo.,  and  of  New  Orleans 
Seminary,  Langston  is  a  farmer  Mis¬ 
sissippi  summer  missionary  serving 
in  Pike  and  Franklin  Counties ;  he  was 
pastor  of  Hopewell  Church,  Bude;  and 
was  associate  pastor  of  Central 
Church,  McComb. 

The  Langstons  have  two  children: 
Aaron  Leil,  born  in  1974;  and  James 
Micah,  1977. 

Donald  and  Teresa  Downey  will 
serve  in  the  Niger  Republic  where  he 
will  be  an  agricultural  evangelist  and 
she  will  be  a  home  and  church  worker. 
He  is  attending  Southwestern. 

He  was  born  and  reared  in  Jackson 
and  is  a  graduate  of  Hinds  and  Missis¬ 
sippi  State.  He  has  been  a  technician 
for  AT&T  in  Jackson  and  was  a  farm 
manager  in  Big  Creek,  Miss. 

She  is  a  graduate  of  Mississippi 
State.  _ 

They  have  two  children:  Stacey 
Anne,  born  in  1974;  and  Matthew 
Lance,  1976. 

William  and  Josephine  Brown  will 
work  in  Togo  where  he  will  be  a  gen¬ 
eral  evangelist  and  she  will  be  a 
church  and  home  worker.  He  is  pastor 
of  Maplesville  Church,  in  Alabama. 

Born  and  reared  in  Grenada,  Miss., 
he  is  a  graduate  of  Clarke  College, 
(Continued  on  page  3) 
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IRS  delays  ruling 
on  clergy  housing  tax 


By  Larry  Chesser 

WASHINGTON  (BP)-The  Internal 
Revenue  Service  has  delayed  the  June 
30  effective  date  of  its  ruling  eliminat¬ 
ing  the  double  tax  benefit  for  ministers 
buying  their  own  houses. 

May  31  the  IRS  put  off  until  Jan.  1, 
1965,  implementation  of  Revenue  Rul¬ 
ing  83-3  which  disallows  ministers  a 
federal  income  tax  deduction  for  any 
portion  of  mortgage  interest  or  real  es¬ 
tate  taxes  for  which  they  received  a 
tax-exempt  housing  allowance. 

A  delay  date  until  1988  had  been 
urged  by  Southern  Baptist  Annuity 
Board  President  Darold  H.  Morgan  in 
a  letter  to  IRS  commissioner  Roscoe 
L.  Egger  Jr.  and  by  representatives  of 


several  religious  groups  during  a  re¬ 
cent  meeting  with  Treasury  Depart¬ 
ment  officials. 

The  new  effective  date  applies  only 
to  ministers  who  owned  and  occupied 
or  had  a  contract  to  purchase  a  house 
before  Jan.  3,  1983,  the  date  IRS  an¬ 
nounced  the  revenue  ruling.  Ministers 
who  purchased  or  purchase  residences 
after  Jan.  3, 1983,  will  remain  subject 
to  the  original  June  30  effective  date. 

The  1983  revenue  ruling  revoked  a 
1962  ruling  which  specifically  allowed 
ministers  to  deduct  mortgage  interest 
and  property  taxes  even  though  they 
received  a  tax-exempt  housing  allo¬ 
wance.  IRS  said  reversal  of  the  1962 
position  was  part  of  an  effort  to  apply 
consistently  the  tax  code’s  provision 


disallowing  double  tax  breaks. 

Meanwhile,  legislation  H.R.  1905  in¬ 
troduced  in  the  House  to  exempt 
ministers  from  the  revenue  ruling  has 
75  cosponsors  from  both  parties,  but 
apparently  faces  an  uphill  battle  in 
winning  approval  from  the  Ways  and 
Means  Committee. 

In  addition  to  the  double  housing  be¬ 
nefit  for  ministers,  the  1963  ruling  also 
eliminated  double  breaks  for  veterans 
and  scholarship  students.  In  a  letter  to 
House  colleagues,  Parris  warned  if' 
IRS  “is  successful  is  taking  this  be¬ 
nefit  from  clergy,  military  personnel 
may  find  themselves  subject  ot  a  simi¬ 
lar  ruling  in  the  near  future.” 

( Chesser  writes  for  the  Baptist  Joint 
Committee). 


Children’s  Village  given 
child  care  accreditation 


The  Mississippi  Baptist  Children’s 
Village,  the  child  care  agency  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention,  has 
been  awarded  full  accreditation  with 
commendations  by  the  National  As¬ 
sociation  of  Homes  for  Children,  ac¬ 
cording  an  announcement  by  Paul 
Nunnery,  executive  director  of  the 
Children’s  Village. 

The  National  Association  of  Homes 
for  Children  is  an  organization  which 
represents  some  500  voluntary,  not- 
for-profit  agencies  in  the  United  States 
which  provide  residential  group  care 
for  homeless,  neglected,  dependent, 
and  troubled  children,  according  to  the 
organization’s  statement. 

The  announcement  of  the  accredita¬ 


tion  was  made  to  the  trustees  of  the 
Children’s  Village  during  their  meet¬ 
ing  Tuesday.  Lyle  V.  Corey,  a  Meri¬ 
dian  attorney  and  president  of  the 
Children’s  Village  trustees,  acknow¬ 
ledged  the  accreditation.  He  com¬ 
mended  each  unit  of  the  Village  facil¬ 
ity  for  *  ‘dedication  and  commitment  in 
service  to  children  and  their  families 
consistent  with  Christian  practice  and 
principle  and  in  keeping  with  the  finest 
ethics  and  standards.” 

In  commentary  accompanying  the 
accreditation  certificate,  the  chair¬ 
man  of  the  commission  on  accredita¬ 
tion  stated,  “I  am  sure  you  are  aware 
that  the  Baptist  Children’s  Village  is 
the  first  child  and  family  care  agency 
in  the  Deep  South  to  meet  these  stan- 


Court  denies  appeal 
of  Paynes’  decision 


FMB  missionaries 
to  enter  99th 


By  A1  Shackleford 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP) -The 
Tennessee  Court  of  Appeals  has 
unanimously  affirmed  an  August  1962, 
ruling  by  Chancery  Court  that  the 
property  of  Bethel  Baptist  Church,  Es- 
till  Springs,  should  revert  to  the  Ten¬ 
nessee  Baptist  Convention’s  Execu¬ 
tive  Board. 

The  three-judge  Court  of  Appeals, 
Middle  Tennessee  Section,  issued  its 
unanimous  opinion  May  18,  based  on  a 
hearing  held  April  4  in  Nashville. 

In  August  1982,  the  Chancery  Court 
ruled  Bethel  BaptistChurch  (formerly 
Paynes  BaptistChurch)  had  violated  a 
“breach  of  trust”  of  being  a  cooperat¬ 
ing  Baptist  church  under  the  reversio¬ 
nary  clause  in  the  property  deed.  The 
trial  was  held  July  29-30, 1981. 

The  deed  requires  the  church  “to 
adhere  to,  maintain,  and  propagate 
the  doctrines,  faith  and  practices  of 
Missionary  Baptist  churches  (and)  to 
cooperate  with  the  local  Baptist  As¬ 
sociation,  Tennessee  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  and  Southern  Baptist  Convention. 
If  the  church  ceased  to  fulfill  this  con¬ 
dition,  the  property  would  revert  to  the 
TBC  Executive  Board  “to  be  used  for 
church  and  mission  purposes.” 

At  the  April  4  hearing,  Gary  Gober, 
attorney  far  Bethel  Baptist  Church, 
based  the  appeal  to  overturn  the  chan¬ 
cery  court  decision  on  two  arguments : 
that  the  plaintiffs  (minority  members 
and  the  TBC  Executive  Board)  had 
failed  to  prove  Bethel  Baptist  Church 
was  not  a  cooperating  missionary 
Baptist  church,  and  that  reverted 
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clauses  are  unenforceable  because  of 
their  uncertainty,  unreasonableness, 
and  repugnancy  to  the  nature  of  an  au¬ 
tonomous  Baptist  church. 

“In  our  view  the  evidence  is  over¬ 
whelming  that  the  existing  congrega¬ 
tion  of  what  is  now  called  Bethel  Bap¬ 
tist  Church  went  to  great  lengths  so  as 
to  avoid  cooperation  with  the  struc¬ 
tured  Baptist  organizations  from 
which  it  was  incarnated,”  the  appel¬ 
late  judges  wrote.  “In  fact,  the  record 
does  not  even  reveal  a  future  willing¬ 
ness  to  cooperate.  Accordingly,  we 
readily  concur  with  the  chancellor’s 
finding  of  lack  of  cooperation. 

“In  our  view  the  disputed  language 
is  neither  vague  nor  ambiguous.  As 
long  as  there  are  sufficient  ascertain¬ 
able  standards  by  which  a  court  can 
interpret  the  intent  of  a  trust,  it  will  be 
enforced. 

“We  wholeheartedly  agree  with  the 
defendants’  statement  (Bethel  Baptist 
Church)  that  they  may  ‘choose’  to 
cooperate  with  other  churches  or  as¬ 
sociations  but  (that  they)  cannot  be 
compelled  to  do  so.  However,  should 
the  defendants  choose  not  to  cooper¬ 
ate,  and  the  record  is  dear  that  they 
have  so  chosen,  they  may  not  obtain 
benefit  from  the  assets  of  charitable 
trust  specif ically  designed  to  benefit  a 
‘cooperating’  church. 

“Simply  put,  defendants  may  be  as 
uncooperative  as  they  wish,  but  must 
do  so  from  a  different  location  in  light 
of  the  express  terms  of  the  original 
conveyance  herein.” 

In  reviewing  the  1961  trial,  the  Court 
of  Appeals  found  no  attempt  to  inter¬ 
pret  religious  doctrine  in  this  case. 

In  its  concluding  statement,  the 
judges  said,  “The  proof  is  that  it 
(Bethel  Baptist  Church)  simply  has 
not  cooperated  in  accordance  with  the 
trust  . . .  Therefore  as  a  matter  of 
property  law— not  ecclesiastical  or 
church  doctrinal  law— ownership 
must  revert.” 

Bethel  Baptist  Church  has  30  days  to 
request  permission  from  the  Tennes¬ 
see  Supreme  Court  to  appeal  the  deci¬ 
sion  of  the  Court  of  Appeals. 

(Shackleford  edits  The  Tennessee 
Baptist  and  Reflector.) 


RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)-With  the 
transfer  of  missionaries  to  Angola, 
Swaziland  and  Netherlands  Antilles 
June  1,  the  Southern  Baptist  Foreign 
Mission  Board  edges  within  one  of  hav¬ 
ing  missionaries  in  100  countries. 

The  board  approved  the  transfer  of 
Curtis  and  Betty  Dixon  from  Portugal 
to  Angola  and  the  transfer  of  Roy  and 
Patsy  Davidson  from  Botswana  to 
Swaziland  during  its  May  meeting. 
They  had  approved  earlier  the  trans¬ 
fer  of  Leo  and  Margaret  Waldrop  to 
Netherlands  Antilles. 

The  Dixons  will  return  to  a  country 
they  left  eight  years  ago  when  civil 
war  broke  out  just  before  Angola 
gained  independence  from  Portugal. 
Transferring  to  Portugal,  the  Dixons 
maintained  ties  with  Angolan  Bap¬ 
tists,  made  several  trips  into  the  coun¬ 
try  and  shipped  Portuguese-language 
Bibles  and  literature  to  the  African  na¬ 
tion. 

In  March  1982,  they  gained  permis¬ 
sion  to  visit  the  Marxist-led  country  for 
five  weeks  to  teach  at  theological  insti- 
tutes,  a  task  they  hope  to  resume  as 


soon  as  they  return.  The  Dixons  plan  to 
travel  throughout  the  country,  train¬ 
ing  pastors  and  church  leaders  who 
find  it  difficult  to  travel  to  the  capital, 
Luanda,  for  training. 

They  also  plan  to  import  Bibles  and 
church  literature  and  Mrs.  Dixon 
plans  to  assist  Angolan  Baptists  with 
church  music.  She  has  ordered  re¬ 
corders  and  pianicas,  simple  musical 
instruments,  to  take  with  her. 

During  the  Dixons’  1982  visit  to  An¬ 
gola,  there  were  55  churches  and  35 
missions  in  the  country.  In  a  recent 
letter  from  Angola,  they  learned 
Brazilian  Baptists  have  appointed  a 
single  missionary  to  Angola  and  are 
considering  a  couple. 

The  Davidsons  will  be  going  to 
Swaziland,  a  tiny  monarchy  perched 
on  the  border  between  South  Africa 
and  Mozambique.  They  will  seek  to  es¬ 
tablish  an  English-language  church  in 
the  capital  city  of  Mbabane  and  even¬ 
tually,  with  reinforcements,  start 
Siswati-langutige  work  as  well.  En¬ 
glish  and  Siswati  are  the  two  official 
(Continued  on  page  3) 


dards.  The  commission  and  every  per¬ 
son  present  when  your  application  and 
review  was  considered  in  Washington, 
D.  C.,  on  May  3  was  tremendously  im¬ 
pressed  with  what  you,  your  board, 
and  your  staff  had  accomplished  in  a 
relatively  short  time  to  meet  the  strin¬ 
gent  standards  established  by  the  Na¬ 
tional  Association  of  Homes  for  Chil¬ 
dren  for  group  child  care  agencies 
nationwide.  As  you  know,  these  stan¬ 
dards  are  at  present  recognized  as  the 
highest  in  the  nation  in  our  field.” 

At  a  May  3  meeting  of  the  board  of 
directors  of  the  accrediting  agency  in 
Washington  it  was  explained  that  ac¬ 
creditation  involves  a  six-month  self- 
study  by  the  agency  seeking  accredi¬ 
tation,  and  this  is  followed  by  selected 
child  care  professionals  from  other 
areas.  This  peer  review  team  inspects 
and  evaluates  the  local  agency  and 
submits  a  written  report 

Nunnery  said  the  accreditation  rep¬ 
resented  “one  of  the  highest  compli¬ 
ments  and  most  satisfying  experi¬ 
ences”  of  his  23-year  service  with  the 
agency. 

The  Baptist  Children’s  Village  oper¬ 
ates  its  central  residential  facility  on 
The  India  Nunnery  Campus  near 
Jackson;  the  Farrow  Manor  Campus, 
in  rural  Tate  County  near  Indepen¬ 
dence;  a  Group  Home  in  the  city  of 
New  Albany;  and  a  campus  at  Dicker- 
son  Place  near  Brookhaven. 

Scheduled  for  occupancy  in  early 
June  is  DEAN  ASH,  another  Village 
Group  Home  near  Bond,  in  Stone 
County  on  the  forma-  residence  estate 
of  Mrs.  Patricia  Nash  Dean  and  her 
husband,  J.  H.  “Dizzy”  Dean,  now 
both  deceased. 

Another  Village  Group  Home  is  pre¬ 
sently  under  construction  in 
Yalobusha  County,  near  Water  Valley, 
as  a  gift  from  Yalobusha  County  Bap¬ 
tists,  led  by  First  Baptist  Church  of 
Water  Valley. 

The  Children’s  Village  is  a  purely 
private,  voluntary,  not-for-profit 
agency,  dependent  solely  for  its 
operating  and  capital  needs  upon  the 
voluntary  gifts  and  contributions  of 
Mississippi  Baptist  churches  and  indi¬ 
vidual  friends  of  children. 


Gulfshore  Single  Adult  Retreat 

Singer-pianist  Faye  Burgess  plays  to  an  enthusiastic  crowd  lage  Church,  Oklahoma  City;  and  Dan  Crawford,  national 
at  Gulfshore's  Single  Adult  Retreat  recently.  Speakers  (or  the  consultant  for  evangelism  with  singles  for  the  Home  Mission 
retreat  sponsored  by  the  Christian  Action  Commission,  in-  Board.  More  than  200  singles  attended  the  retreat.  (Tim 


eluded  Charles  Baker,  pastor  of  University  Heights  Church, 
Stillwater,  Okla.;  Ken  Brum  ley,  single  adults  minister  for  Vil- 


Nicholas  photo). 
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MISSIONS  AWARENESS 
IS  A  MATTER 
*7  OF  RECORP/ 


The  Bob  Jones  decision 


®lff  ilaptial  fimtrd 


t  .  ot)Ject  f>th  such  mani¬ 

festation  of  rage  as  Bob  Jones  in  did  in 
learning  of  the  Supreme  Court  deci- 
«ob  that  was  contrary  to  his  hopes  for 
Woo  Jones  University,  but  I  would 
*8*^  with  him  that  the  court  erred  in 
its  decision. 

According  to  news  reports,  the  court 
ruled  that  ‘‘an  institution  seeking  tax- 
exempt  status  must  serve  a  public 
PUj-Poee  and  not  be  contrary  to  estab¬ 
lished  public  policy _ 

_  Bob  Jones  University  and  Goldsboro 
Christian  Schools  were  denied  tax 
exemptions  because  their  policies 
have  been  judged  as  discriminatory 
against  blacks 

That  could  be  true  in  the  case  of 
Goldsboro  Christian  Schools  because 
black  students  are  not  allowed  to  at¬ 
tend,  according  to  the  news  stories.  If 
this  is  true,  and  it  must  be  so,  then  the 
schools  should  drop  the  word  “Christ¬ 
ian”  from  their  name. 

BJacks  are  allowed  to  attend  Bob  ping  into  an  area  where  the  court  has 


decision.  And  if  it  will  step  over  such  a  school  policy,  those  who  donotagree  matter  from  making  an  error  in  judg- 

line  in  this  case,  in  what  other  areas  that  should  be  surely  will  go  some-  ment  while  staying  within  the  bounds 
will  it  feel  bold  enough  to  tamper  with  where  else  to  school.  of  its  intention,  as  it  seemed  to  do  in  the 

the  individual  concepts  of  American  Again,  it  might  be  far-fetched,  but  it  concerning  a  high 

people;  and  how  many  of  those  con-  would  seem  possible  that  the  court  fT*  “H**8  Te*as  This  was  a 
cepts  will  be  related  to  religious  be-  might  decide  on  the  same  basis  that  a  whlch  stoPPed  students  from 

iiefS?  SSLt  cburch  C£Z  TuTti  ^ 

To  say  that  students  of  any  second  third-grade  Sunday  School  classes  by 

race  cannot  attend  a  school  is  dis-  *»d.f  That  is  “contrary  to  estab-  administration 

criminatory.  A  private  school  may  feel  lished  public  policy.”  In  the  public  We  live  to  a  mmnie*  a 

it  has  that  right,  and  itdoes.  Itdoes  not  **  ttird  graders  attend  class  everyone  smim  to  Xi  *w d 

have  the  right,  however,  to  be  a  drain  without  regard  to  gender.  2^355?  n ts 

on  the  public  treasury  of  all  races  by  It  is  hard  to  imagine  that  the  court  cepts,  reganites  of  thTcoL^nSS" 

being  allowed  a  tax  exemption  if  it  based  its  concept  on  the  U  S.  Constihi-  The  Supreme  Court,  C5 

prachces  such  discnmmatwn.  But  to  tion  as  far  as  Bob  Jones  University  is  to  be  helping  to  maintain  ordwrSS 

°  concerned  B  does  not  seem  feasible  than  adding  to  the  confusion  I  hope 

must  be  free  to  date  each  other  in  order  that  the  Constitution  framers  had  in-  that  some  way  is  found  to  temper  E 

to  maintain  a  tax  exemption  is  step-  tended  to  address  themselves  to  dating  two  rulings  in  order  to  find  a  path  more 

ping  into  an  area  where  the  court  has  atall.  And  yet  a  law  that  is  not  based  at  attuned  to  reasonableness 


Pornography  law  attacked 


Elond  Autry 


pians  tnat  the  new  pornography  law  several  years  to  get  a  pornography  law  fact  the 
passed  during  the  recently  completed  passed  in  the  Legislature.  It  takes  law  art 
session  of  the  state  Legislature  is  a  while  to  get  measures  through  the  when  tl 
being  attacked  in  a  U.S.  district  court.  Legislature,  and  that  is  as  it  should  be.  going  ii 
The  court  will  be  asked  to  decide  We  would  not  want  a  Legislature  that  nents  oi 
whether  or  not  the  law  is  constitution-  could  be  stampeded.  andmai 

A  pornography  law  finally  has  been 

2*.  an  ,11  effect  on  the  profiE  they  mdnowitiscomtog  "kin* 

make  by  selling  unsavory  merchan  under  attack  Thls  ,aw  represents  Pr*?*[d 
dise  Whether  or  not  the^will  be  al  years  of  work  by  Mississippi  Baptists 

stuff  that  they  now  offer  will  be  up  to  ages  of  fdth  0,1  **  nund-  wins 

the  court.  The  attack  on  the  law  was  to  be  ex-  Porno 

Guest  opinion  i  .  . 

ABS  says  “thank  you 

•  John  A.  Duguid  in  1962.  cvsnscli 

£  “Without  your  help  we  might  have  Over  tl 

j^ftsrto  tailing  (9961  <T7  to  Md  toS  !£d  to  make  serial?  cuts  in  our  work  in  Niger! 
tokfiod’s  w™^krn..nH  thfwnHH  during  the  year,  Rit  instead  we  were  dream  oi 
ITllKtffaT *  able  t0  move  forward  on  several  can  und 
**  r  f rCry  fronts- Here  at  ABS  we  are  deeply  Baptists 

ch^hrn  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Con-  grateful  to  all  Southern  Baptists  for  ST Bible 

ilrewesents  a  3  07  nervent  share  of  their  prayerful  suPP°rt  ot  Bible  And  in 
theatotal  support  from  Southern  Bap-  C3USe’  ^  at  home  80(1  abroad  ’  People  w 
tists  throughout  the  country  for  ABS,  Donations  for  Mississippi  and  other  die  land 
which  came  to  (324,612  for  the  year.  Baptist  state  conventions  helped  Gospel,  t 
Southern  Baptists  were  far  in  the  thousands  of  Scripture-sharing  pro-  nationals 
leaM  of  a||(  denominations  and  church  jects,  including  the  supply  to  the  Brazi-  Christ, 
grjps  in  to  Wcial  support  of  Ban  government  of  special  Scriptures  For  i* 
AES  during  1982.  in  Portuguese  and  various  Indianlan-  Society  h 

(lifts  went  directly  into  the  transla-  guages  needed  to  teach  millions  of  its  provide  | 
tioe,  publication  and  distribution  of  citizens  how  to  read.  These  Scriptures  pure  Woi 
Sculptures  in  over  150  countries,  in-  not  only  improved  their  reading  skills,  note  or 
dialing  the  more  than  90  countries  in  but  introduced  them  to  God’s  Word  as  primarily 
which  Southern  Baptists  have  an  ac-  they  learned.  etyhasbi 

dv*; ministry.  In  Bangladesh,  many  eager  men  and  dy  throui 

Miss  Alice  E.  Ball ,  general  secret-  women  received  the  New  Testament  in  to  encom 

arfc  expressed  grateful  thanks  to  the  a  new  Bengali  translation,  despite  the  Last  yi 
getefous  support  of  Southern  Baptists  resistance  there  to  Christian  million  5 


•lusirc  o  piwit  uum  iu>  uisseimnauon.  *i _ j _  .  .  „  m. 

however  and  thev  will  ivitaivpiin  one  sek  in  the  old  days,  when  folks 

Msyrjasrjss  JhA  „ 

day  morning  the  2Vi  miles  home  to 
If  the  restof  us  want  a  law  that  in  any  iunch  with  Cassie  and  Elond  Autry 
way  seeks  to  place  a  boundary  around  ’H,at  afternoon  it  rained  so  much  that 

the  use  of  pornography,  we  are  going  die  Tippah  River  down  the  hill  flooded  I 

to  have  to  be  just  as  persistent  as  the  and  made  the  road  impassable  All  18 

other  side  spent  the  night.  Next  morning  the  Au-  I  '  .  ,  * 

The  forces  of  righteousness  do  not  ^  ^  Wfi 

£:SOTiTd*-“,>  mTlBrW 

8  how  many  Elond  has  sung  at  Pine 

Grove— and  every  one  more  than  once.  «mBD  AlHBi 
Early  this  year,  illness  caused  him  to  Ewart,  would  walk  the  eight  miles 
{  n  n  *  1  retire  at  82  from  his  post  at  Pine  over  the  hills  and  through  the  woods  to 

I  §  S  I  D  LJ  I  Grove.  He’d  been  leading  their  singing  home,  down  in  a  hollow,  on  the  brink  of 

•  for  ^Syears,  or  more,  straight  a  bluff,  between  Ashland  and  Hickory 

IS  tirough  the  dedication  of  untold  £aars’  his  late  brotber -  Ewart,  was  Benton,  and  Union  counties.  While 
SmbSrf  inditoduSs  Gr«ve  pastor  ^  ^  father’  Caching  at  HickiMy  Flat,  he  fell  in  love 

Large  scale  distribution  as  well  as  Artbur^utry.  who  was  Pine  Grove  with  one  of  his  pupils,  Cassie  Wilder, 
areful  purchasing  and  production  m.St°r  TU1 1919,  a  81x1  married  her.  They  built  a  house 

methods  enaWedV  not-f^-profit  E,ond  mto  ,ts  member-  withtheir  own  hands,  not  farfromhis 

^r>ish/  - - -  .r  sn'P-  birthplace.  Now  61  years,  three  chil- 


Jackson  pastor  sees 
r  as  problem  in  SBl 


Come  to  Las  V egas  Pittsburgh  to  decide  whether  or  not  to  Church  in  the  Canary  Islands  took  an 

convene  in  Las  Vegas  let  them  re-  unusual  type  of  offering.  It  was  an  of- 
ThL,  u  *  member  these  things.  First,  if  they  fering  of  vegetable  seeds  to  be  taken 

Thank  you  very  much  for  your  very  feel  that  they  will  be  tainted  by  all  the  back  to  Equatorial  Guinea  following  a 

perceptive  editorml  dated  April  7,  sinsick  and  hurting  society,  then  let  two  week  visit  in  the  Canary  Islands  of 
ms.  entitled  The  Las  Vegas  Deci-  them  come.  Let  them  come  by  the  one’s  Southern  Baptist  missionaries  Jess 
sion.  Thank  you  for  your  rational  and  in  their  Christian  faith,  they  will  de-  and  Peggy  Thompson. 

Oirist-like  explanation  of  the  altema-  stroy  the  witness  Southern  Baptists  Jess  and  Peggy  Thompson  have 
tives  for  Southern  Baptists  as  they  have  worked  so  hard  to  portray  here  in  been  in  Equatorial  Guinea  for  16 
make  a  decision  whether  or  not  to  Nevada.  If  they  vote  to  come  to  months,  with  the  primary  purpose  of 

come  to  Las  Vegas  for  convention  in  Nevada  out  of  curiosity  to  see  how  doing  agricultural  mission  work.  They 

1  rT  -  •  .  «  .  .  “sinners”  live,  then  let  them  stay  are  waiting  to  be  joined  by  a  Baptist 

U  is  mtereshng  to  note  that  some  of  home  also.  We  are  doing  a  great  work  couple  from  Spain,  he  will  take  charge 
£nVtfS£atvaIlW^mutUelbet-  for  ^  Lord  and  do  not  have  time  to  of  the  evangelistic  promotion  8 
♦K2LtraCkS  ha^w  h,g*ler  revenue  come  down  and  be  tour  guides  to  all  the  During  the  two  weeks  that  the 

frnm  JS*?*  haS  attractions.  Third,  if  they  see  in  Thompsons  were  in  Las  Palmas  -they 

from  casino  gaming^I  might  also  ob-  their  dreams  a  Nevadan  standing  and  had  opportunity  to  give  reports  of  their 
£y  f  S.  0t  machine  pleading  with  them  to  come  and  bring  work.  They  also  had  the  opportunity  to 
not  in  a  Nevada  town,  but  as  a  young  the  gospel  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  to  a  thank  the  Las  Palmas  congregation 

r-mH^no tat‘S  .irl  Bl  0X1,  Miss-  SU1  !“*  81x1  hurting  90dety-  d*"  let  which  in  1979  made  a  speS^JeS 

Gambling  isa  debilitating  sm  whether  them  come,  let  them  come  by  the  one’s  drive  for  the  people  of  Guinea  of  food 
it  is  practiced  in  alegal  environment  and  two’s,  let  them  come  by  the  ten’s  and  clothing  and  which  urged  the 

anti  twenty’s  Let  them  come  by  Spanish  Baptist  Union  to  supports 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  nught  be  hundred’s  and  thousand’s.  Let  them  missionary  couple  in  Guinea  ^ 
held  ui  Las  Vegas,  I  was  elated  that  we  come  with  the  love  of  Christ  in  their  At  the  night  service  on  May  15  bas 
would  have  the ^opportunity  to  spread  a  heart  or  let  them  stay  home.  ketswere  passed  among  the  congrega 

poeibve^ ChrisUari  influence  with  fel-  Terry  W.  Arnold  tion,  and  p^toput pa?kag SS 

low  Southern  Baptists  from  all  across  Pastor  of  tomatoes,  onions  beans  Denner 

our  naUon  convergmg  on  a  city  in  de-  First  Baptist  Church  egg  plants,  cucumbers  carrotTa^  a 

S£,”rf0‘<Yi;t"h“,be8a"to  Cwson Cily,  Nevada  vlriSy  of  i<her  SrSTS'S,* 

read  the  various  letters  critical  of  our  sifying  the  Guinean  diet 

STv^^T"1  f<r  CVe?  COnSldering  S Thompson  picked  up  a  package 

disaDm^rr^nM^ve£l0!LSltenmy  An  unusual  offering  of  tomato  seeds  and  said,  “I  hope  that 

disappointment  in  my  Southern  Bap-  ®  you  will  consent  for  us  to  keen  wnw  nt 

tist  brothers  and  sisters  from  the  deep  Editor:  these  for  our  own 

south  was  great.  As  your  readers  go  to  On  May  15,  the  Las  Palmas  Baptist  need  to  have  a  sort  of  demonstoatiV« 


garden’  before  our  neighbors.” 

Indy  Whitten 

Press  Representative  of  the  Baptist 
Mission  to  Spain 


Editor: 

I  am  grateful  for  the  many  fine 
laymen  that  we  have  in  our  state. 
Tn«e  men  have  and  are  adding  much 
to  the  cause  of  our  Lord.  I  am  afraid  at 
tones  we  fail  to  let  it  be  known  what 
they  are  doing. 

It  was  my  pleasure  to  have  Bro. 

FiJr£nRMT?V^ho  to  8  layman  from 
First  Baptist  Church  in  Kosciusko,  to 

speak  in  our  church.  The  Lord  used 
«us  layman  in  a  great  way.  There 
were  three  souls  saved  in  the  services 
I*1-*-  Day  One  of  these  the 

people  had prying  for  ,or  over  20 

years.  There  were  a  number  of  other 
decisions  made  that  same  day 
I  had  the  privilege  of  being  on  a  mis- 
sion  trip  to  Argentina  withBro.  Moore. 
He  had  more  zeal  about  witnessiix 
that  I  have  ever  metl 
would  highly  recommend  him  to  any 

church  that  wants  to  hear  about^ 

need  of  soul  winning.  He  will  bless  the 

Hoy  T.  Myers,  Pastor 
H°cky  Creek  Baptist  Church 
Lucedale 


1 
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Equiping  Center 
dedication 

E*i1  Kelly,  executive  secretary  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board, 
spnaka  to  guests  during  dedication 
services  for  the  Parchman  Baptist 
Equipping  Center,  a  half  mile  from  the 
front  gate  of  the  Mississippi  State 
Penitentiary.  Kelly  referred  to 
Paul's  experiences  (in  Acts  16)  with  the 
Philippian  jailer.  "When  the  light  was 
brought  in  people  experienced  shocks 
that  made  the  earthquake  pale  in 
significance— new  births,  baptisms, 
fellowship,  justice,  peace,  and  rejoic¬ 
ing  flooded  the  darkness  of  the  prison 
like  rays  of  light,"  said  Kelly. 


Carrolls  to  join  Global  Outreach 


Granville  Watson.  Sunflower  County  director  of  missions,  introduces  Ovis  and 
Virginia  Fairley,  to  guests  during  Equipping  Center  services.  Fairley  directs  the  new 
ministry  aimed  primarily  Matters  at  the  prison.  Funds  for  this  ministry  come  from  the 
Mississippi  state  mission  offering,  from  the  Home  Mission  Board,  where  the  Fairleys 
are  under  appointment,  from  the  Sunflower  Association  and  from  gifts.  The  Equip¬ 
ping  Center  will  be  used  as  a  training  center  for  volunteers  who  visit  the  prison  and  as 
offices  of  the  ministry.  Danny  Loper  designed  the  building. 

»  .  j  *  i.  • 

Carey  awards  doctorates 


Spring  commencement  was  held 
May  14,  at  William  Carey  College  in 
Thomas  Hall  Auditorium.  President  J. 
Ralph  Noonkester  presided  over  the 
ceremonies  in  which  over  200  degrees 
were  awarded. 

Commencement  speaker  was  Peter 
McLeod,  pastor  of  First  Baptist 
Church,  Hattiesburg,  who  was 
awarded  an  honorary  Doctor  of  Divin¬ 
ity  degree  by  the  college.  Also  given 
honorary  degrees  were  Hattiesburg 
Mayor  Bobby  Chain,  the  Doctor  of 
Business  Administration  and  Con¬ 
gressman  Trent  Lott,  the  Doctor  of 
Laws. 

“Great  is  the  Lord,”  an  anthem  by 
James  Fry,  was  performed  by  the 
Mears  Chorus  of  Carey.  Fry,  the  Dean 


them' Which  was  commissioned  espe¬ 
cially  for  this  occasion  by  President 
Noonkester.  Special  music  was  also 
presented  by  Dianne  Evans,  an  ’82 
graduate  and  the  current  Miss  Missis¬ 
sippi. 

Professors  Falconer  Hodges,  Eve¬ 
lyn  McClure  and  E3ma  McWilliams, 
who  are  retiring  from  the  college  this 

«-V  .  .  ■  . 


Flood  checks 

Henry  Fortenberry,  deacon  at  Chris¬ 
tian  Hill  Missionary  Baflgat  Church  in 
Marion  County,  checks  T water  filled 
light  fixture.  The  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board  gave  $1,000  and  the 
Marion  County  Association  gave  $200  to 
the  church  to  repair  flood  damages  from 
April  flooding.  (Photo  courtesy  the 
COLUMBIA  N-PROGRESS) 


spring,  were  awarded  emeritus  status 
by  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  college. 
The  professors  were  also  recognised 
on  Friday  night  at  the  graduation  re¬ 
ception  given  by  President  and  Mrs. 
Noonkester.  *y 

The  J.  E.  Byrd  Memorial  award  for 
the  outstanding  graduating  senior  in 
religion  was  given  to  Donald  Ray  Dob¬ 
son. 

Joy  is  a  rainbow 

Joy  is  like  the  rainbow.  It  is  a  reflec¬ 
tion  of  God's  light  on  the  surface  of  the 
waters  from  the  storms  of  life.  The 
colors  of  the  rainbow,  each  beautiful 
when  alone,  but  enhanced  as  they 
stand  together,  are  present  within  a 
singlebeaiw  of  •sunlight.  Veitheyean- 
"Hoi  be 'sees  wwfrihe  Irey  isTefheeted 
from  the  waters  of  the  earth  and  re¬ 
turns  once  more  to  the  sky.  Even  so, 
our  faith  and  love— our  joy— is  often 
hidden  until  we  have  weathered  our 
storms,  never  losing  faith  in  God,  and 
look  up  to  him,  our  eyes  filled  with 
tears  of  joy,  and  God's  love  shines 
forth,  a  reflection  of  our  tears. 

Charles  L.  Quarles 
(“written  in  memory  of  Mrs.  Louise 
Knight,  whose  life  was  a  revelation 
of  this  truth”)  . 

Missionaries 
take  posts 

(Continued  from  page  1) 
Samford  University  and  Southwestern 
Seminary. 

The  Browns  have  three  children: 
Christopher  Andrew,  born  in  1974; 
Jeremy  Daniel,  1977;  and  Joshua 
David,  1979. 

Robert  and  Donna  Burris  will  serve 
in  Taiwan  where  he  will  be  a  general 
evangelist  and  she  will  be  a  church  and 
home  worker.  He  is  pastor  of  First 
Church  of  Hoover,  Birmingham.  She  is 
a  native  of  Newton,  Miss.  Her  father, 
Padgett  Cope,  is  a  home  missionary  in 
Pennsylvania. 

The  Burrises  have  three  children: 
Lisa  Michelle,  born  in  1972;  Jonathan 
Lee,  1974;  and  Lori  Noelle,  1979. 

John  and  Cheryl  Cox  will  work  in 
Spain  where  he  will  be  a  mission  busi¬ 
ness  manager  and  she  will  be  a  church 
and  home  worker.  He  is  an  insurance 
agent  in  Orlando. 

Born  and  reared  in  Reform,  Ala., 
Cox  is  the  son  of  Mr .  and  Mrs.  C.  V.  Cox 
of  Philadelphia,  Miss.  He  is  a  graduate 
of  Livingston  University  and  Southern 
Seminary. 

The  Coxes  have  two  children:  Jen¬ 
nifer  Renee,  born  in  1979;  and  Heather 
Lynette,  1961. 

All  of  these  families  will  attend  an 
11-week  orientation  in  Pine  Mountain, 
Ga.,  before  leaving  for  the  mission 
fields. 


RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP) -Webster 
Carroll,  Southern  Baptist  missionary 
known  for  his  work  in  Uganda  during 
and  after  Idi  Amin’s  reign,  and  his 
wife,  Betty,  have  resigned  from 
Southern  Baptist  missionary  service 
effective  May  31. 

Carroll  plans  to  affiliate  with  Global 
Outreach,  an  organization  based  in 
Tupelo,  Miss.,  which  works  primarily 
in  hunger-related  projects.  Owen 
Cooper,  former  president  of  the  SBC, 
is  president  of  the  group.  Carroll  will 
be  responsible  for  raising  his  own  sup¬ 
port. 

He  and  his  wife  were  emotionally  in¬ 
volved  “in  the  death  of  our  beloved 
Uganda  under  the  savage  rule  of  Idi 
Amin,”  he  said.  But  “we  have  been 
just  as  emotionally  involved  in  an¬ 
ticipating  our  Baptist  Mission  of 
Uganda’s  opportunity  and  responsibil¬ 
ity  to  help  rebirth  Uganda  in  the  com¬ 


passionate  love  and  ‘cup  of  cold  water’ 
ministry  of  Jesus.” 

Carroll  believes  the  Baptist  mission 
in  Uganda  did  not  take  advantage  of 
some  opportunities  to  help  in  that 
ministry.  Feeling  God  was  leading 
him  and  his  wife  to  accept  such  oppor¬ 
tunities,  they  decided  to  resign  from 
Southern  Baptist  mission  service.  He 
stressed  a  feeling  of  love  and  respect 
for  the  Uganda  missionaries  and  love 
and  devotion  to  the  Foreign  Mission 
Board  staff  after  27  years  of  work  fel¬ 
lowship.  , 

Davis  Saunders,  the  board’s  direc¬ 
tor  for  Eastern  and  Southern  Africa, 
expressed  sorrow  over  the  Carrolls’ 
decision,  especially  since  they  had 
worked  together  since  1956  when  he, 
his  wife  and  the  Carrolls  were  mis¬ 
sionaries  in  East  Africa. 

Saunders  said  he  had  met  with  the 


Carrolls  several  times  in  East  Africa 
and  in  the  United  States  to  try  to  find  a 
way  they  could  continue  their  work 
within  the  fellowship  of  the  Baptist 
Union  of  Uganda,  the  Baptist  Mission 
of  Uganda  and  the  Foreign  Mission 
Boakd. 

With  Global  Outreach,  Carroll  an¬ 
ticipates  spending  much  of  his  time 
overseas,  initially  in  Uganda,  where 
he  hopes  to  help  with  projects  such  as  a 
mass  inoculation  campaign,  a  cattle 
project  and  a  Christian  basketball 
team  project  in  high  schools  during  the 
summer  of  1964. 

The  Carrolls  and  one  other  missio¬ 
nary  couple,  Jim  and  Linda  Rice, 
stayed  in  Uganda  through  Idi  Amin’s 
reign.  Because  of  Carroll’s  ties,  they 
were  able  to  arrange  for  the  first 
planeload  of  medical  aid  to  enter  the 
country  following  Amin’s  downfall. 


Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 

Cooperative  Program  Receipts 
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Preaching  S 
Institute  set 
for  August 

The  second  annual  Mississippi 
College— Clarke  College  Summer 
Bible— Preaching  Institute  will  be 
held  Aug.  1-5  on  the  Clarke  College 
campus,  Newton. 

All  Bible  study  and  sermon  analysis 
will  focus  on  the  book  of  I  Corinthians. 
The  Bibl  e  teacher  for  this  occasion  will 
be  Ray  Frank  Robbins.  G.  Bari  Guinn 
will  be  the  teacher  for  sermon  prep¬ 
aration  and  the  sermons  will  be  by  pro¬ 
fessors  of  Clarke  and  Mississippi  Col¬ 
lege. 

Cost  of  the  four-day  institute  is:  re¬ 
gistration,  $25 ;  and  lodging  and  meals, 
$50.  A  limited  number  of  scholarships 
are  available.  For  more  information 
write  J.  B.  Cos  blow,  Clarke  College, 
Box  440,  Newton,  Miss.,  39345. 
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$1,076,552 
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February 

1,196,121 
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1,335,282 
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March 
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8.4 
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April  .  t. 
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913,153 
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48,586 
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TOTAL 

$5,477,526 

40.1 

$6,076,468 

40.3 

$  596,942 
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Budget  for  5  Months 

$6,279,583 
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$  (203,115) 
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WORLD'S  LARGEST  MANUFACTURER 

of  FIBEROLASS 

CHURCH  PRODUCTS 

•  STEEPLES 

•  WALL  CROSSES 

•  STAINED  FIBERGLASS  WINDOWS 
i  •  BAPTISTRIES 
‘  •  BAPTISTRY  HEATERS 
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TOTAL  BUDGET 


$13,676,656 


$15,071,000 


$1,394,344 
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OLD  BIBLES  REBOUND 

A  price,  binding  and  *tyt*  to  meet  every 
need.  Quality  workmanehip  guaranteed. 
Write  tor  illuetraied  price  folder. 

" Internationally  known  apocialiits" 

NORRIS ‘  BOOKBINDING  CO. 

Sen  30S-C  —  Greenwood,  Mtae  MM 


Equal  access  legislation 
debated  at  Senate  hearing 


By  Gerri  Ratliff 

WASHINGTON  (BP)-Proposed 
equal  access  laws  permitting  public 
school  students  to  gather  before  or 
after  school  for  religious  meetings  are 
unconstitutional  and  should  be  de¬ 
feated  in  the  name  of  Baptist  princi¬ 
ples,  according  to  W.  W.  Finlator, 
Southern  Baptist  minister  and  a  vice 
president  of  the  American  Civil  Liber¬ 
ties  Union. 

Testifying  before  the  Senate 
Judiciary  Committee,  Finlator  said 
“religion  has  flourished  and  grown 
under  our  Constitution.  I  don’t  want 
the  government  diluting  or  com¬ 
promising  my  religion.”  Finlator  was 
pastor  of  Pullen  Memorial  Baptist 
Church  in  Raleigh,  N.  C.,  for  over  25 
years  before  his  retirement  in  1982. 

The  bills,  S.425  and  S.1059i  intro¬ 
duced  by  Sen.  Jeremiah  Denton, 
R-AIa.,  and  S.815,  introduced  by  Sen. 
Mark  O.  Hatfield,  R-Ore.,  are  de- 

Missionary  dies 

TAIPEI,  Taiwan  (BP)— Southern 
Baptist  missionary  teacher  Jeanette 
Hunker,  64,  died  May  30  in  Taiwan 
after  a  long  battle  with  cancer. 

When  the  veteran  missionary  be¬ 
came  too  ill  to  go  to  class  and  teach  her 
seminary  students,  the  students  came 
to  her.  She  taught  at  home  until  about 
six  weeks  before  her  death. 

Hunker,  said  a  colleague,  was  de¬ 
termined  to  live  to  see  the  class  of  1963 
graduate  at  Taiwan  Baptist  Theologi¬ 
cal  Seminary  in  Tai(>ei.  She  died  on  the 
evening  of  graduation  day. 

Highly  respected  by  missionaries 
and  Chinese  Baptists,  Hunker  taught 
religious  education  at  the  seminary  for 
30  years.  Her  husband,  missionary  W. 
Carl  Hunker,  has  been  seminary  pres¬ 
ident  and  vice  president  and  an  active 
professor  and  pastor. 

The  Hunkers  went  to  China  after 
World  War  II  and  taught  at  Yates 
Academy,  Soochow.  They  worked  with 
Chinese  in  the  Philippines  after  1949 
and  transferred  to  Taiwan  in  1952.  In 
addition  to  teaching,  Hunker  worked 
with  Baptist  women  throughout 
Taiwan,  training  leaders  and  helping 
local  organizations.  She  also  worked  in 
churches  in  Taipei. 

i 

To  enter  99th 

(Continued  from  page  1) 
languages  of  the  people.  A  majority  of 
the  people  in  Swaziland  call  them¬ 
selves  Christians,  but  many  are  non¬ 
practicing.  A  large  segment  of  the 
people  practice  their  traditional  relig¬ 
ions. 


Mil  OgletrM.  right,  member  of  the 
ssippi  Baptist  Convention  Board, 
mts  a  $5,000  check  to  Gibbie  McMil- 
astor  of  South  26th  Avenue  Baptiat 
ch,  Hattiesburg,  to  assist  with  flood 


Mrs.  Uhl  Patterson,  center,  presents  a  check  tor  $10,000  to  the  Naw  Hope  Baptist 
Church,  Columbia,  from  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  for  relief  from  flood 
damages.  Bobby  Smith,  right,  pastor,  and  Everett  Stringer,  deacon  chairman,  accept 
the  check.  Damages  to  church  properties  including  the  pastor's  and  music  director’s 
homes,  in  the  April  flooding  were  estimated  as  between  $  00,000  and  $125,000.  Mrs. 
Patterson  of  Columbia  is  a  member  of  the  MBC8.  (Photo  courtesy  the  Columbian- 
Prog  ress.) 


signed  to  prevent  public  school  dis¬ 
tricts  from  discriminating  against 
voluntary,  student-initiated  religious 
meetings  by  students. 

Secretary  of  Education  Terrel  H. 
Bell,  speaking  for  the  Reagan  ad¬ 
ministration,  said  the  legislation 
would  ‘  ‘merely  put  voluntary  religious 
activity  on  an  equal  footing  with  other 
extracurricular  activities.”  By  not  al¬ 
lowing  religious  groups  to  meet,  Bell 
said,  “society  singles  religion  out  and 
undermines  it.” 

Students  from  six  states  testified  re¬ 
ligious  groups  in  their  high  schools 
were  denied  the  right  to  meet.  Urging 
passage,  they  cited  an  “erosion  of  stu¬ 
dent  religious  freedom.” 

,  (Ratliff  writes  for  the  Baptist  Joint 
’  Committee. ) 

FBC,  Greenville 
drops  policy 

Members  of  First  Baptist  Church, 
Greenville,  Sunday  evening  voted  by 
“an  overwhelming  majority”  to  strike 
down  a  19-year-old  policy  excluding 
blacks  from  attendance. 

Clair  Allen,  deacon  chairman,  was 
quoted  as  saying  the  margin  was  more 
than  four  to  one  to  strike  the  policy, 
which  was  not  being  enforced,  from 
the  books. 

On  May  22,  Pastor  Ken  Smith  re¬ 
signed  his  five  month  pastorate  at 
First  Church  to  return  to  a  former  pas¬ 
torate  in  Tallahassee. 

Church  administrator  Kenneth  For- 
bus  reported  earlier  to  the  Baptist  Re¬ 
cord  that  Smith’s  letter  of  resignation 
“did  not  mention  race  as  an  issue,  but 
in  some  closing  remarks  (to  the 
church)  he  did  say  he  hoped  the  church 
would  deal  with  this  matter.” 

Prevost  is  new 
FMB  consultant 

RICHMOND,  Va.— Former  home 
missionary  and  Jackson,  Miss,  native, 
Tom  E.  Prevost  will  join  the  Southern 
Baptist  Foreign 
Mission  Board  as 
missionary  candi¬ 
date  consultant  for 
■the  western  United 
States. 

Based  in  Rich¬ 
mond,  Prevost,  36, 
^11  counsel  foreign 
tissionary  applic- 
Prevost  ants  in  California 
(including  students  at  Golden  Gate 
Seminary,  Mill  Valley),  New  Mexico, 
Arizona,  Colorado,  Utah,  Nevada, 
Wyoming,  Montana,  Idaho,  Oregon, 
and  Washington. 

Prevost  was  a  Southern  Baptist 
home  missionary  from  1974  to  1975  in 
Phoenix,  Ariz.,  where  he  was  consul¬ 
tant  in  Christian  social  ministries  for 
the  Arizona  Southern  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  and  the  Central  Association  of 
Southern  Baptists. 

Most  recently  he  was  pastor  of  Tibu- 
ron  (Calif.)  Baptist  Chorch.  He  has 
also  been  pastor  of  Calvary  Baptist 
Church,  Morgantown,  W.  Va.,  and 
Trinity  Baptist  Church,  Fairfax,  Calif. 

Prevost  is  a  graduate  of  Mississippi 
College,  Clinton,  and  earned  the  mas¬ 
ter  of  divinity  and  doctor  of  ministry 
degrees  from  Golden  Gate  seminary. 

Help  Wanted 

Volunteers  are  needed  for  construe- 
'  tion  projects  in  California  and  in  Be¬ 
lize.  For  details,  contact  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  Baptist  Brotherhood  depart¬ 
ment,  Box  530,  Jackson,  Miss.,  39205, 
phone  968-3600. 


HEADQUARTERS 

FOR  ALL  TYPES  OF 

School  ft  Church  Furniture 

•  Complete  stock  of  chairs,  tables,  desks  and 
furnishings  for  Classroom,  Library,  Sunday 
School, .  Auditorium,  Cafeteria  and  every 
School  and  Church  use. 

EVERYTHING  FOR 
THE  SCHOOL 
AND  CHURCH 


MISSISSIPPI 
School  Supply  Co. 


JACKSON  MISSISSIPPI 


WBU 


EMPLOYMENT  OPPORTUNITIES 

Due  io  a  new  graduate  program,  expanded  vocational/ technical  program,  and 
general  growth  ol  the  institution.  Wayland  Baptist  University  announces  the 
following  positions  open  lor  the  fall  1983: 

History  —  Ph  D  .  at  least  live  years  experience  required;  leaching  areas: 
European  history  and  one  other  social  science;  graduate  and  underfyaduale 
leaching  Contact:  Dr.  Don  Cook,  Chairman,  Social  Science  Screening 
Committee 

P  aye  ho  logy  —  PhD  emphasis  in  counseling,  PhD.  with  leaching  experience. 
Teach  graduate  and  undergraduate  classes.  Contact  Dr  Don  Cook,  Chairman. 
Social  Science  Screening  Committee 

Pfcyaical  Science  —  Ph  D  .  ability  to  leach  combinations  ol  earth  science, 
physics,  and  chemistry.  Graduate  and  undergraduate  leaching.  Conrocr  Dr.  J. 
Hoyt  Bowers.  Chairman,  Physical  Science  Screening  Committee. 

Fresknaa  Engl  Mi  -  M.A.  minimum,  ability  to  leach  composition  in  a 
communication  setting  (one  year  opening).  Contact :  Dr.  Don  Cook. Chairman. 
English  Screening  Committee. 

Maea  Com  mail  ice  tion  —  M.A  minimum.  Ph.D  preferred;  direct  student 
radio  station  and  student  publications;  teach  journalism  and  radio.  Compel  Dr 
John  Mitchell,  Chairman,  Mass  Communications  Screening  Committee 
Boeiooaa  Admima  I  ratios  —  PhD  requeed,  graduate  and  undergraduate 
teaching;  desired  concentration  combinations  ol  accounting,  finance, 
management,  marketing,  and  economics.  Contact:  Dr.  David  Knight.  Chairman, 
Business  Screening  Committee 

Office  Occupations  —  MBA  required;  Ph  D.  preferred;  combination  of 
various  office  skills;  undergraduate  leaching.  Contact  Dr  David  Knight. 
Chairman,  Business  Screening:  Commit  tee 

SALARY  AND  RANK:  Open,  depending  upon  qualifications  and  experience 
Nine  month  posit x>n  with  passible  summers. 

APPLICATION  DATE:  Review  of  appkeams  will  begn  immediately  and  will 
contnuc  until  positions  are  Sited 
APPOINTMENT  DATE:  Fall.  1983 

HOW  TO  APPLY:  Letters  ol  application,  transcripts  and  confidential  papers 
should  be  directed  to  the  appropriate  chairman  listed  above  at  Wayland  Baptist 
Unverstty.  1900  W.  7th  Street.  Plamview.  Texas  79072-6998 
Wayland  Baptist  University  is  a  Christian  liberal  arts  institution  with 
approximately  1 ,600  students  and  is  located  in  Plamview.  Texas,  a  city  ol  some 
25 .000  people  loc  ated  on  the  High  Plains,  south  of  Amarillo  and  north  of  Lubboc  k 
Degrees  granted  on  the  associate,  bachelor’s  and  master’s  degree  levels 
Wayland  Baptist  University  is  an  equal  opportunity  alfn mauve  actxm  employer 

Wayland  Baptist  University 

Plainvien>,  Texas  79072-6998 
Phone:  (806)  296-5521 


Now  Available 

MEDICARE  SUPPLEMENT 

Companion  770 
•  High  Option  Plan 

Helps  pay  for  what  Medicare  doesn’t  pay  —  Benefits  for: 

•  Hospital,  nurses  and  first  three  pints  of  blood. 

•  All  Medicare,  Part  A,  deductibles  for  hospitalization 

•  100%  of  eligible  hospital  charges  beyond  Medicare, 
Part  A,  for  an  additional  365  days 

•  Physicians  and  Surgeons  expense  benefit,  payable  in 
or  out  of  hospital 

•  Skill  Nursing  Home  or  Extended  Care  Facility 

•  Prescription  Drugs,  &  Medicines  at  Home 


For  Full  Information  Phone  924-2748 

Or  Fill  hut  Coupon  and  Mail  to: 

Equitable  Life  and  Casualty  Ins.  Co. 
Hutton  Insurance  Agency 


P.O.  Box  26257,  Jackson,  MS  39269 
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Underwritten  by  Eqattable  Life  aad  Casualty  las.  Co. 
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Bill  VanWiiildi 

Bn  501,  Fulton,  MS  38843 
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er  s  attitude  change  due  to  woman  he  never  met 


E&L^  -^When  John 

*5.*°  Atmore,  Ala.,  electric  chair 
hS^T--18  ^h*n*e  attitude  toward  life  and 
the  crime  may  have  been  due 
efforts  of  an  Illinois  woman  he  never 

Joy  Flahan,  a  member  of  Winstanley 
“TOt  Church  in  Fairview  Heights,  Ill.,  for  31 
w  a  ^wspaper  article  in  March  1979 
tog  how  Evans  wanted  to  die  for  his  crime, 
s»ewrote  him  a  letter  and  enclosed  a  gospel 

■  Evans  answered  her  and  for  four  years  they 
°°*r«*Ponded.  His  last  letter,  dated  April  6, 
■^affirmed  his  faith  in  Christ  -nd  his  belief 
titotwhatever  happened,  he  would  be  at  peace 
with  the  lord.  At  that  time  his  appeal  for  cle¬ 
mency  was  pending.  It  was  not  granted. 


for  his  crime.  “I  am  here  for  commiting  mur¬ 
der,  for  killing  a  man.  I  cannot  give  back  the 
wife  her  husband.  I  cannot  give  back  the  kids 
their  father.  Taking  the  life  of  another  human 
being  is  just  almost  too  horrible  to  think  about. 

“I  guess  I’ve  relived  it  over  in  my  mind  a 
hundred  times  and  lots  of  times  I’ve  been 
overcome  with  a  sense  of  remorse  for  him  and 
his  family.  And  God  knows  right  now  I’ve 
reached  a  point  where  if  it  were  possible  to 
give  up  my  life  to  give  his  back,  I  wouldn’t  even 
hesitate  a  second  to  do  so.” 

Webber  said  Evans  had  hoped  the  tape 
would  be  viewed  by  young  people  ages  12-15 
because  “as  he  looked  back  in  his  life,  that’s 
where  it  all  began.” 

Flahan  does  not  claim  her  letters  were  a 
major  factor  in  his  conversion  because  she 
wants  "the  Lord  to  have  all  the  credit.”  How- 


In  a  message  videotaped  before  he  was  exe¬ 
cuted,  Evans  said  he  “wouldn’t  even  hesitate  a 
second”  to  give  up  his  life  for  that  of  his  victim. 

Evans,  convicted  for  the  murder  of  Edward 
Nassar,  a  Mobile,  Ala.,  pawnbroker,  made  the 
tape  “because  he  had  a  real  desire  to  try  to 
help  young  people  so  they  wouldn't  have  to 
suffer  the  way  be  did,”  Martin  Webber, 
Alabama  state  prison  chaplain,  said. 

“My  name  is  John  Evans  and  I  am  on  death 
row  in  Alabama  and  I  am  scheduled  to  be  exe¬ 
cuted  in  about  four  days,  ”  he  said  in  an  excerpt 
of  the  tape  which  was  broadcast  on  the  CBS 
Morning  News.  “I  felt  there  are  some  impor¬ 
tant  things  I  should  say  and,  if  you’re  smart 
you’re  going  to  listen  and  you’re  going  to  learn 
a  little  something.” 

Evans,  who  appeared  calm  on  the  tape,  said 
he  was  “overcome  with  a  sense  of  remorse” 


ever  the  tenor  of  his  letters  indicate  such. 

Evans’  attitude  changed  after  his  conver¬ 
sion  and  he  set  out  to  rehabilitate  himself  while 
still  in  prison.  At  the  time  of  execution  he  was 
working  on  a  law  degree  by  correspondence. 

Flahan  said  the  Sunday  school  of  which  she 
is  a  member  often  sent  him  small  sums  of 
money  to  buy  postage  and  paper  and  tt>  help 
with  his  tuition  for  the  correspondence  course. 
“I  guess  I  identified  with  John  more  since  he 
was  so  near  the  age  of  my  daughter,  who  is  35,  ” 
she  said.  Evans  was  33  at  the  time  of  his  execu¬ 
tion.  \  , 

Flahan  said  her  pastor,  Wendell  Garrison, 
also  wrote  to  Evans  and  as  far  as  she  knows,  no 
similar  correspondence  was  carried  on  with 
other  persons  outside  his  immediate  family. 

(Hastings  edits  the  Illinois  Baptist  News¬ 
paper.) 
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Cornerstone  is  laid  for 
mission  training  center 


A  comprehensive,  con¬ 
temporary,  and  practical 
volume.  BAPTIST  POUTY 
AS  I  SB  IT  Interpret*  how 
Baptists  do  their  work 
together.  Rather  than  a 
documentary  report.  It 
Includes  charts,  illustra¬ 
tions.  understandings. 


By  Robin  Nichols 

A  total  of  1,939  children  and  youths 
participated  in  the  1983  Bible  Drills 
held  in  10  locations  throughout  Missis¬ 
sippi  in  April.  This  number  includes 
those  who  participated  in  their  church 
and  associational  drills  as  well  a&  the 
state  participants.  Many  began  their 
memory  work  and  Bible  skill  prepara¬ 
tion  as  early  as  October,  1982.  These 
children  and  youth  learned  many 
scriptures,  learned  how  to  use  the  Bi¬ 
ble,  and  began  to  store  its  truths  in 
their  hearts.  ~ 

The  1963  Youth  Bible  Drill  Selection 
Tournament  took  place  May  7  at  First 
Church,  Clinton,  after  ten  state  finals. 
Youths  qualified  for  this  selection 
tournament  by  obtaining  four  mis¬ 
takes  or  fewer  in  the  previous  state 
drills.  One  hundred-twenty-one  young 
people,  grades  7-9,  participated  in  the 
selection  tournament 

After  four  hours  of  drilling,  13 
finalists  were  judged  in  the  final  drill. 
Two  top  winners  were  selected  to  rep¬ 
resent  Mississippi  at  Glorieta  and 
Ridgecrest  Baptist  Conference  Cen¬ 
ters  during  the  Church  Training  Lead¬ 
ership  Conferences  in  the  summer. 
Speed  was  added  to  the  accuracy  as  a 
basis  for  judging  the  final  drill.  The 
winners  were:  Barbara  Rivers,  Union, 
who  will  go  to  Glorieta;  and  Marsha 
Stovall,  Philadelphia,  who  will  be  the 
representative  to  Ridgecoest.  Todd 
Russell  of  Petal  qualified  as.alternate. 

The  other  ten  finalists  wiU  be  guests 
offfte'Church  Training  department  at 
Gulfshore  during  the  Churpn  Training 
Leadership  Conference,  Avgust  10-13. 
They  are.  Jerry  Williams,  >earl;  Jeff 
Clearman,  Petal;  Andrea  Greer, 
Meridian;  Paige  Gulledge,  Petal;  Jay 
Harris,  Ellisville;  David  Sharp, 
Philadelphia;  Russell  Robbins,  Clin¬ 
ton;.  Kitty  Cumberland,  Philadelphia; 
Lisa  Carol  Williams,  Net  ton;  and 
Samuel  Wilson,  Eupora. 


and  why  the  denomina¬ 
tion  functions,  relates 
Baptists  to  a  particular 
polty  pattern,  and  shows 
the  unique  places  of  Its 
Institution*,  boards,  state 
conventions,  associa¬ 
tions,  and  local  churches. 

$8.95 


Emerald  M.  Causey  shows  brick  from 
William  Carey's  cottage  to  Ed  Weldon, 
dean  of  the  School  of  Business,  William 
Carey  College. 


observed  and  served 
Baptists  for  more  than 
Mly  years.  A  former  pres¬ 
ident  of  The  Sunday 
School 

Board  he  is  ■  -  V 
a  widely  j  & 
known 

speaker  m 
and  writer  •*  tf' 

He  resides  ■ 

In  Nashville, 


Brick  from  Carey’s  home 
brought  to  his  namesake 


Clarke  has 
new  dean 

Ronald  Glenn  Kirkland,  pastor  of 
Bay.  Springs  JBaptist^jCbucch.  Bay 


BUY  DIRECT 


sissippi  College  board  bf  trustees  as 
the  new  academic  dean  at  Clarke  Col¬ 
lege  in  Newton,  a  division  of  Missis¬ 
sippi  College.  He  assumed  his  duties 
June  1. 

Kirkland  will  replace  Gary  N. 
Garner ,  who  has  resigned  to  accept  the 
position  of  academic  dean  and  regis¬ 
trar  at  Bluefield  College  in  Bluefield, 
Va. 

A  1969  graduate  of  Mississippi  Col¬ 
lege  where  he  majored  in  Bible  and 
English,  Kirkland  later  earned  the 
master  of  theology  and  doctor  of  theol¬ 
ogy  degrees  from  New  Orleans  Semi¬ 
nary. 

He  taught  New  Testament  on  a 
part-time  basis  at  Clarke  College  in 
1982-83.  He  has  also  served  as  a 
graduate  assistant  at  New  Orleans 
Seminary,  was  a  Bible  instructor  at 
Southwest  Christian  School  in  Ruth, 
and  was  a  teacher  and  coach  at  Mid- 
City  Baptist  High  School  in  New  Or¬ 
leans. 

Prior  to  assuming  the  Bay  Springs 
pastorate,  Kirkland  served  as  pastor 
of  Central  Church,  McComb;  West 
Marks.  Marks;  Mt.  Pleasant,  Bogue 
Cliitto;  and  New  Zion,  Liberty;  plus 
served  as  associate  pastor  and  youth 
minister  at  First,  Summit 

The  new  dean  is  a  native  of  Liberty 
and  is  married  to  the  former  Betty  Sue 
Morgan  of  Mcdomb.  They  are  parents 
of  four  children,  Ronald  Davis,  Lewis 
Daniel,  Sundi  Dawn,  and  Wendi  Sue. 


imperial 


The  Church  Training  department  ni*n  y°un(s  people  wtu  De  available  bnck  was  picked  up  by  Peter  G.  Clark,  tist  missionary,  presented  the  brick  to 

announced  that  13  vounir  dcoo I e  re-  a*ter  Octo*)er  1> 1983  Anyone  wishing  pastor  of  a  Baptist  church  at  nearby  William  Carey  College  President  J. 

JSSw^year  plaqS^ Ttoplaqu^  further  help  or  Bible  Drill  leaflets  may  Leicester,  England,  and  was  in  his  Ralph  Noonkester  at  the  graduation 

wtth  their  name  engraved  represents  contact  Church  Training  depart-  possession  when  he  was  pastor  of  the  ceremonies  and  said  “it  seems  right 

nine  years  of  participation  in  Chil-  ment  ol  Mississippi  Baptist  Con-  Bristo  Baptist  Church,  Edinburgh,  that  the  brick  should  have  its  perma- 

dren's  and  Youth  State  Bible  Drills  vention  Board  Scotland.  nent  repository  in  the  college  that  is 

(wades  4-12).  The  following  youth  re-  (Nichols  is  consultant.  Church  In  1973,  the  Emerald  M.  Causeys  of  supported  by  Mississippi  Baptists  who 
ceived  nine  year  plaques :  Karla  Jones  Training  department )  Liberty,  Miss. ,  toured  Scotland  and  vi-  have  been  in  the  forefront  of  the  world 

and  Bob  Russell,  Petal;  Gina  Sewell  ^  mission  movement,  as  well  as  Christ- 

ahd  Tinna  Kitrell,  &  Melissa  Haney,  H,|  Ilf +  C  trk  th**  I  S  ian  education,  and  a  college  that  bears 

Cleveland;  Sail ie  Cottingham,  Gre-  -K-f  111-1. O  1  viltlll  tU  Ulv  \Jok^/»  the  name  of  our  ecclesiastical  ances- 

nada;  Steve  Wilson,  Eupora;  Marilyn  tor,  William  Carey.” 

Bishop,  Winona;  David  Taylor,  Pas-  RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)— Two  years  Soon  he  will  leave  that  ministry  and  An  international  committee  is  cur- 
cagoula;  Laura  Whaley,  Carol  Bren-  ago,  Tom  Ell  iff  left  booming  Eastwood  return  to  the  United  States.  rently  working  on  a  lasting  memorial 

nfer,  and  Sherrie  Cooley  of  Tupelo;  and  Baptist  Church  in  Tulsa,  Okla.,  to  be-  Elliff  says  he  still  considers  foreign  for  William  Carey  in  India  where  he  is 

Snsan  Hanna  of  Olive  Branch.  come  a  missionary  evangelist  in  the  missions  very  important,  but  strongly  stl11  regarded  as  an  outstanding 

This  year  special  recognition  was  wqr-tom  African  nation  of  Zimbabwe,  feels  his  calling  and  gifts  have  redi-  educator  and  translator.  Carey  trans- 

rected  him  toward  ministry  in  the  *ated  into  more  than  20  lan- 

U.S.,  said  Davis  Saunders,  the  South-  «uages  and  dialects,  wrote  six  ver- 
ern  Baptist  Foreign  Mission  Board’s  oscular  grammars  and  several  dic- 
director  for  Eastern  and  Southern  Af  tionaries. 

rica.  Elliff  is  involved  in  evangelism  Mrs.  Owen  Cooper  of  Mis- 

and  Bible  distribution  in  the  area  of  siss«PP>  are  working  with  the  interna- 

Bulawayo  Zimbabwe  tional  committee  which  plans  to  relo- 

Elliff  and  his  wife,  Jeannie,  and  cate  William  Carey’s  grave  to  the 

their  four  children  will  return  to  the  campus  of  Serampore  College.  In  this 

United  States  this  summer  to  seek  new  site- 1,16  8rave  **  maintained 

medical  treatment  for  their  14-year-  and  protected  by  those  who  still  honor 

old  daughter,  Beth.  Their  resignation  the  ,ife  3,1(1  work  of  William  Carey, 
becomes  effective  Sept.  1.  II /T  *  O 

In  a  Zimbabwe  automobile  accident  jYlcllIi  jtF60t 
last  fall  Beth  suffered  multiple  frac¬ 
tures  of  the  pelvis  and  burns  which  Klim  nntp 

may  require  to  five  years  of  plastic  JJU.I11  11UIC 

surgery,  said  Saunders. 

Mrs.  Elliff  and  the  couple’s  three  Main  Street  Baptist  Church,  Hat- 
younger  children  were  also  in  the  ac-  ties  burg,  has  scheduled  Sunday,  June 
cident  but  suffered  only  minor  in-  19,  as  a  day  of  church-wide  activities, 
juries.  Beth’s  legs  and  thighs  were  The  note  on  the  sanctuary,  which  was 
burned  when  the  car  engine  fell  on  her  built  in  1968,  has  been  paid  off.  To 
after  she  was  thrown  from  the  vehicle,  commemorate  this  event,  a  special 
Elliff  was  attending  a  church  de-  note  burning  ceremony  will  be  held, 
velopment  conference  in  White  River,  Activities  will  include  dinner  on  the 
South  Africa,  at  the  time  of  the  acci-  ground  after  the  regular  Sunday  morn- 
dent.  ing  service.  The  note  burning  ac- 

Elliff  is  the  brother-in-law  of  former  tivities  will  be  held  at  2  p.m.  in  the 
SBC  President  Bailey  Smith.  sanctuary. 

“This  will  be  a  time  of  homecoming 
i  and  rededication  for  Main  Street  and  a 

Pi  time  to  look  to  the  future  and  what  it 

v-jlgareiie  Iires  holds.  The  Lord’s  Supper  will  be  held 

during  the  evening  worship  service,” 
Fires  ignited  by  cigarettes  cause  said  Willene  Arcarese,  member,  Pub- 
more  than  one-third  of  the  nation’s  re-  ijcity  Committee. 

J  Jl  tl _ J _ 4.1 _ A  4  44  ?  •’ 


Mississippi 
Valley  Gas 
Company 

The  Clean  Energy  Peppie 


■  Intensive  care 

Dedicated  to  strengthening  families 
Directed  by  a  team  of  family  life 
v  specialists 

Concerned  about  young  adult’s  salvation 


100% 

MEDICARE  SUPPLEMENT 


the  area  for  doctors  in  hospital —  not  just  Medicare  allowable 
charges. 

B  NOW  only  ONE  Medicare  Supplement  needed  and  ONE 
claim  form  to  complete. 

■  Pays  1 00%  of  usual  and  customary  charges  of  the  area  in 
doctor's  office,  dinic,  or  out  patient  after  $75.00  deductible. 

■  Also  pays  benefits  for  nurse  and  nursing  home. 

These  are  the  policy  benefits. 

(If  on  Medicaid,  do  not  reply) 

For  full  information  phono  956*3992 
or  fill  out  coupon  and  mail  to: 

PORTER  INSURANCE  AGENCY 

P.O.  Box  16849,  Jackson,  MS  39206 

Name 
Street 
City 
Phone 


Slate 


Crestview  Crittenton  Maternity 
Services  is  seeking  applicants  for 
foster  family  care  ot  pregnant 
teenagers  in  the  central  Mississippi 
area.  For  more  information  call 
Mrs.  Burke  at  362-1536. 


Southern  Baptists,  Angl 
to  study  cities  of  world 


Natchez  couple 
will  teach 
in  India 

Brian  and  Laura  Lamb,  members  of 
Parkway  Baptist  Church,  Natchez, 
and  instructors  in  the  Natchez  public 
about  cities  than  anyone  else,"  Barrett  school  district,  will  soon  be  flying  to 
maintains.  “If  you  are  a  foreigner,  you  New  Delhi,  India,  to  begin  work  as 
become  a  more  impartial  observer  missionary-teachers.  They  plan  to 
after  a  time  than  a  national.”  move  at  the  end  of  June. 

The  Foreign  Mission  Board  is  For  the  Lambs,  this  began  in  April 
budgeting  $50,000  for  the  study.  Bar-  1982,  when  a  friend,  Ellen  Goodell,  vis- 
rett,  whose  missionary  salary  is  paid  ited  them  one  night,  and  showed  them 
by  Anglicans,  will  receive  no  fee  from  photographs  from  an  Indian  school 
the  board.  Woodstock,  where  she  had  taught 

(Webb  writes  for  the  FMB.)  fourth  grade  for  two  years. 

As  the  three  talked,  Brian  said  that 
he  thought  teaching  abroad  would  be  a 
n  .  great  challenge  and  offer  the  couple  a 

DOglie  LihlttO  tO  chance  to  see  the  world.  A  week  later, 

dedicate  buildiiur 


BAPTIST  RECORD  PAGE  S 


lean 


Bob  Magee,  three  former  ministers  of  music  who  presented  a  mini-concert;  Earl 

°  S  T'mSfc  Z&ZrSZr"**'  Bv“"  B“rt'  ““  K,n“ 

fort  will  yield  fresh,  accurate  informa-  Bogue  Chitto  Baptist  Church,  New  teacher. 

tion  that  will  give  direction  to  Choctaw  Association,  will  hold  build-  “I  teach  chemistry  and  physics  and  Tl/T _ !  TT  •  1  _  1 

strategies  and  plans  for  evangelizing  ing  dedication  services  Saturday  June  my  wife  teaches  music,”  Brian  said  lVJLOlTlSOri  11  PI  P  H  f  ft  fPrl  f*  ll 

CI£Ld  .  ,  11, 1983  at  10  am.  Special  music  will  be  “It  kind  of  seemed  that  door  had  been 

Bo»  Barrett  and  Scanlon  agree  that  brought  by  Mississippi  Campers  on  opened  for  us,  and  we  applied  in  April  .  '  _ _  1  •  r'-l 

aaptist  missionaries  In  Mission  who  helped  in  the  building.  of  last  year.”  At  the  beginning  of  Feb-  VICtOrV  ffOclll  111  Z.lth  VP^f 

about  180  overseas  countries  will  be  The  building  committee  includes  ruary,  1983,  they  got  a  telegram  offer-  J  G  ^  Refill  J  V><U- 

natural  allies  in  completing  a  150-  Charles  D.  Henry,  chairman;  Frank  ing  them  the  positions  w  .  „  .  _ 

question  survey  form  which  Barrett  Henry;  Wicks  Henry,  Lilly  Gibson;  Laura  admitted  “I  am  a  little  ao-  _M°rnson,  Heights  Baptist  Church,  However,  there  were  126  charter 
describes  as  similar  to  a  Qallup  poll,  and  Reggie  Willis.  prehensive  about  the  ioumev  and  sub  Clinton,  celebrated  its  25th  anniver-  members  and  these  have  increased  tb 

sequent  change  in  lifestyle.  ThSe  is  iw  t®?  2?  29<Lat ^7ipl?tion °f  a  W  members,  with  1,775  living  in  the 
way  to  know  what  it’s  going  to  be  like  Together  We  f hare  retirement  Jackson /Cl  in  ton  area  The  church  was 
Even  if  people  tell  you,  youreally  <fcn*t  campaign' .  f™1  on  **  fdth  anniver-  constituted  June  15, 1958. 
know  until  you’re  there  ”  °*  lts  Pastor,  Kermit  D.  Other  special  program  guests  were 

Woodstock  is  an  English-speaking  ...  ,  m  Charlf  G*0**.  Morrison  Heights’ 

Brandon  has  interdenominational  Chris  tianboard8  ch“rinan  of  the  To;  seconA  Pastor,  for  13  years,  1964-1977; 

,  Brandon,  has  .  school  and  an  intemltural  s^hnni  8ether  We  Share  drive,  announced  Bill  Watson  and  Dale  Oden,  former 

l  About  one  third  of  the  students  are  that  ^5^7  08®  °®  had  been  pledged,  ministers  of  education  at  the  church; 

iiutcnmnlPtMl  a  American,  another  third  Indian  and  8o*n8  over  the  $400,000  Victory  Goal.  Walter  Howell,  mayor  of  Clinton;  and 
ducationPdecree  the  remainder  mostly  British.  ’  The  mission  that  began  ina  tent  JarT?,  Bill  R.  Baker,  pastor,  First  Baptist 
ST**"*  The  Lan*,  said  J  main  emphasis  S?  has  *  P1-"*  «  Church,  Cliat™. 

y  within  theschool  is  “to  incorporate  the  ,  .  Three  former  ministers  of  music 

teachings  of  Christ  through  their  *•  Rlchard  Coll  urn,  minister  of  educa-  presented  a  mini-concert.  These  were 
r  of  acbvibes  at  everyday  living  and  build  up  strong  U°n’  P^ted from  Uiecongregation  Robert  Spencer,  Marshall,  Tex. ;  Bob 
ackson,  is  going  Christian  ideals  ”  P  g  a  monetary  gift  to  McGregor,  who  Magee,  Hattiesburg,  missionary  to 

endersonville,  came  there  as  pastor  on  June  1, 1978,  Colombia  (on  leave  of  absence)  and 

activities.  MailffPt  Herrin  from  Temple  Baptist  Church,  Hattiei-  Rolland  Shaw,  Hattiesburg.  ’ 

•  P  burg  ffis  first  pastorate  27  years  ago  Shaw  recalled  that  he  played  the 

has  joined  the  missionary,  Q16S  was  witb  ^ew  ®°P®  Hapbst  Church,  piano  and  sang  a  solo  in  the  first ser-: 

.iio*  rhnmh  »  J  ’  Pontotoc.  He  is  a  graduate  of  Blue  uicn  in  thn  tnnf  OR  unaoo  aaa 


and  Reggie  Willis. 


‘  aevfiand,  has  of  the  Sturgis  Baptist  Church,  Oktib- 

ELi  rwh  °l  Morgan  ^  County,  to  accept  the  pastorate  of 

napel  Church,  Oktibbeha  County.  First  Baptist  Church,  Vaiden. 

JgjjjjJjBgd..  Ctorck,  Tip.  Belleview  Bupfet  Ch™*  Shelby, 

I  Tippah  i  Bolivar  Asociation.  has  called  Kenny 
called  Don  Wil-  Spain  as  pastor.  Spain  is  a  native  of 
^■son  as  pastor.  He  is  Decatur,  Ala.,  and  is  a  student  at 
H^B^H8  native  of  Corinth,  Mid-America  Seminary,  Memphis.  He 
^rfBand  is  a  1983  has  served  pastorates  in  Missouri  and 
Mgraduate  of  Blue  Tennessee. 

■Mountain  College. 

iHe  was  ordained  to  Thomas  Leslie  (Tommy)  Anthony 
gospel  ministry  has  accepted  the  pastorate  of  Norwood 
^.Mby  Tate  Street  Baptist  Church,  Norwood,  Colo.,  and  is 

l^^jgM^aBalready  on  the  Field. 

BThe  Norwood 
^^H  Church  is  a  small 
mission  that  is  not 
.  J^Hyet  self-supporting. 

HH^HThey  have  asked  fi- 
‘  Bj^^^^Rnancial  assistance 
v^F^^Hfrom  the  Home 
^^^iMission  Board  so 
IB  BUHthat  the  pastor  can 
Anthony  devote  full-time  to 

this  mmistry.  For  the  past  three-  Municipal  Separate  School  District, 
and-a-half  years,  Anthony  has  served 
as  youth  and  activities  director  of 
First  Baptist  Church,  Natchez.  Re¬ 
cently  he  was  recognized  as  the  out¬ 
standing  young  religious  worker  in  the 
Natchez  area  by  &e,  Jaycees.  He  fgr- 
rnoflywtrimdfcarw  etkdwfeetot  of**** 

Baptist,’  Tefn)>le,  fez!.,  where  he  was 
ordained.  He  is  tlx  son  of  Mr  .  and  Mrs. 

A.  E.  Anthony  at  Jackson,  and  is  a 
graduate  of  Misf  ssippi  College  and 
Southwestern  Senjhary. 


W.  P.  Blair  resigned  the  pastorate  of 
Enon  Church,  Walthall  County,  to  ac¬ 
cept  FBC,  Mize,  Smith,  County,  begin- 


Eric  McNair  has  assumed  the  posi¬ 
tion  as  minister  of  music  and  youth  at 
Pelahatchie  Baptist  Church.  He  held  a 
similar  position  at  Star  Baptist 
Church,  also  in  Rankin  Association. 
He  received  his  B.M.  degree  and  M.M. 
degree,  both  from  William  Carey  Col¬ 
lege. 


Kenneth  Shoe  make  has  resigned  as 
pastor  of  Bond  Baptist  Church  (Gulf 
Coast)  to  accept  an  appointment  as  a 
chaplain  with  the  U.  S.  Army.  After 
completing  Chaplains  School  at  Fart 
Mon  month.  N.J.,  he  will  be  assigned  to 
Fort  Hood,  Tex.  He  previously  served 
as  pastor  of  First  Baptist  Church, 
Brooklyn.  He  is  a  graduate  of  William 
Carey  College  and  New  Orleans  Semi¬ 
nary. 

Tom  Daniel,  formerly  minister  of  Hugh  Smith  has  begun  work  as 
youth  at  Alta  Woqjls  Baptist  Church,  minister  of  education  and  youth  at 
Jackson,  has  resigned  in  order  to  at-  North  Greenwood  Baptist  Church, 
tend  New  Orleans  Seminary.  He  will  Greenwood.  He  is  a  native  of  Yazoo 
pursue  a  minis  ter ’ad^gree  in  religious  City,  and  recently  was  graduated  from 
education.  New  Orleans  Seminary. 


the  pastorate  of  In¬ 
dian  Springs  Bap- 
[tist  Church,  Rt.  2, 
Hattiesburg.  He  is  a 
native  of  Petal,  and 
a  graduate  of 
Clarke  College, 
Union  University, 
land  Southwestern 


■■WPf  r  I  f  1  JL  iB8i--l  Temple  Baptist  Church.  Hatties 

MMwMBMjBBBCjjB  I  burg,  has  voted  to  use  the  two-story 
Bk  house  itowns  on  15th  Avenue  fora  mis- 

Br  Sion  house  to  he  used  by  furloughing 

^  79PH  Cleary  Hoover 

l  ■  Lake,  Rankin  County,  will  hold  Vaca 

tion  Bible  School  for  children  3  years 
Old  through  the  sixth  grade,  beginning 

,  Hi  *  June  13,  at  9  am.  The  school  wittlast 

"*■ —  ‘  ‘  '•  *  *  — *■  XL...— IT"  a-iuJSH  one  week  with  commencement  to  be . 

■  held  Sunday  night,  June  19,  during  the 
■  ■  regular  Worship  Service  hour  at  6^5 

HI _ ,,  _j  _  ______  f  p.m.  The  church  buses  will  be  av^ilp- 

TATE  STREET  CHURCH,  CORINTH,  recently  held  an  'absentee"  baby  shower  for  oJ°  f*°  001  ha? tr^8' 

Beverly  Estes.  Beverly  and  her  husband,  Carl  Estes,  are  working  in  Idaho  to  establish  Portat,on.  Kent  Shirley  is  pastor.  . 
new  churches.  The  ladies  of  the  church  brought  their  gifts  (unwrapped,  so  that  Roval  Ambassadors  of  Jackson 
everyone  could  enjoy  seeing  them)  to  the  church.  They  wrapped  the  gifts  and  sent  County  recently  oarticiDated  in  'the 
them  to  Idaho.  Included  with  the  gifts  were  punch  mix,  a  cake  mix  and  frosting  mix  to  annual  R  A  camp  out  and  bike  rally 

^HHIBHHHiliHHiilHHI  ^'ne  churches  were  represented  by 

120  boys  and  counselors.  Trophies 
were  given  to  winners  of  bike  races.  Am 

j|F  W  7  offering  was  given  for  home  missions. 

..  HP  Robert  Spicer  is  R.A.  director  for 

.  H  JB  ,  Jackson  County. 

V  W\  *  The  Children’s  Choir  of  Tuckers 

\  fi  -4^Hbk  wHr  (  rossing  Baptist  Church,  Laurel,  re- 

\ .  1  HL  Fjk  ■  m  m  $  cently  presented  the  musical,  “The 

'  VI  .  ^ Runaway,”  under  direction  of  Lorrie 
■  '*  "  Tanner  and  Rhonda  Brooks  with  nar- 

I  jK  M  \V  WJHH  ^^H  A  rator  Terry  Hollifield  The  choir 

yt f  members  are  Kesley  Hoi  if  leld,  Sandy 

K  life.  ^  T  wm  Pruitt  Kay  Abbey.  Angela  Jones 

r  Sheree  Bryant.  Robert  Poore.  Rena 

Register.  Belinda  Poore.  Michael 
'  j'K '  B  Herring,  Sharia  Bryant,  Natalie 

r  A  1.  Sherman.  Tara  Sumrall.  Shannon 

m  -j  . 1  •  ham.  Stevenson.  Lynn  Prestwood.  Terry 

WH^HHHHHBBHBIBHBBHBBBflHm  Jason 

BIG  LEVEL  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  WIGGINS,  recently  burned  the  bank  note  for  reno-  Simpson,  Nathan  Brooks,  Treavor 
vation  of  its  building.  The  loan  was  to  be  for  three  years,  but  the  church  paid  it  in  less  Walters,  Trent  Nicholson,  Kasey 
than  two  years.  Pictured  are  (from  left)  Allan  Moseley,  pastor;  C.  L  Milee,  Building  Sherman,  Candi  Glenn,  Heather 
Commission  chairman:  Ed  Howe,  past  Building  Commission  chairman;  and  Bobby  Ste verson,  Donald  Poore,  Marie  Fes- 
Perry,  director.  Gulf  Coast  Baptist  Association.  senden,  Anthony  Register,  Rhonda 

Brooks,  Dottie  Fessenden,  AliciaFes- 

’  ‘SES  ^  senden  and  Lorrie  Tanner. 

'  HHk  \  First  Baptist  Church  of  Run 

■"’’FB  '■  ik  nelstown  will  hold  Vacation  Bible 

WT"  School.  June  13-17,  for  children  nur 

I  sery  age  through  6th  grade.  Sessions 

BKLM7  /  'V'1  v^y-.  /  will  be  from  8  to  11  a  m 

^arkhill  to  mark 

y  /y  ^  birthday 

:  L*  Mrn  ijji  Parkhill  Baptist  Church.  Jackson, 

BB  Mj  will  observe  its  27th  anniversary  Sun 

H  ,  day.  June  12  Following  the  11  o’clpcK 

iMBBa  m-Lia  ^s^H^rwi"bedkmer!” 

TRINITY  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  PEARL,  is  bulkting  a  new  sanctuary  which  will  seat  After  hinrh  there  will  be  a  »»iti(rtl 
500.  Above  are  members  of  the  Building  Committee  and  trustees.  Left  to  right  are  program  presented  by  a  quartet  frorif 
Marvin  Edwards,  Larry  Ainsworth,  Ernest  Bain,  Dwayne  McPhail,  chairman,  O.  Lyn  Monroe,  La.  There  will  not  be  'tot V 
Nations,  pastor,  and  Malcolm  Smith.  Construction  is  scheduled  to  be  complete  by  the  night  services.  James  C  Edwards  & 
last  week  in  June.  pastor.  Ts 


New  Orleans  Seminary  confers  degr 

More  than  220  participated  in 
graduation  exercises  at  New  Orleans 
Baptist  Theological  Seminary,  New 
Orleans,  La.,  on  May  21.  Mississip- 
pians  among  the  graduates  were: 

Charles  A.  Ray,  Jr.,  Greenwood  na¬ 
tive,  pastor  of  Pleasant  Hill  Baptist 
Church,  Pine  Grove,  La.,  (son  of  mis¬ 
sionaries  to  Japan,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

Charles  A.  Ray)  Doctor  of  Theology; 

Stan  Anders,  minister  of  youth,  St. 

Charles  Avenue  Baptist  Church,  New 
Orleans,  native  of  Brandon,  Master  of 
Divinity;  Jimmy  W.  Dukes,  contract 
teacher,  School  of  Christian  Training, 

New  Orleans  Seminary,  native  of 
Jackson,  Doctor  of  Theology;  Duane 
McKenzie,  native  of  Tyiertown,  Mas¬ 
ter  of  Divinity;  Dan  R.  Finley,  pastor. 

Bethel  Baptist  Church;  Poplarville, 
native  of  Mobile,  Ala.,  Doctor  of  Edu¬ 
cation;  John  Arthur  Temple,  pastor, 

Seventh  St.  Baptist  Church,  Cullman, 

Ala.,  native  of  Starkville,  Doctor  of 
Ministry;  David  H.  Lee,  director  of 
ministries,  Jackson  County  Baptist 


associate  pastor  and  minister  of  edu-  Wayne  Carter,  minister  of  music 
cation,  Poydras  Baptist  Church,  St.  and  education,  First  Baptist  Church 
Bernard,  La.  native  of  Gulfport,  Mas-  Charleston,  Miss.,  native  of  Benton 
ter  of  Divinity;  Ark.,  Master  of  Church  Music; 

Roy  Bryan  Moore,  associate  minis-  Jimmy  Dale*Walley,  minister  of 
ter  of  youth,  John  Calvin  Presbyterian  music  and  education,  Bethel  Baptist 
Church,  Metairie,  La.,  native  of  Hat-  Church,  West  Monroe,  La.  native  of 
tiesburg,  Master  of  Divinity;  Russell  Richton,  Miss.,  Master  of  Religious 
R.  Louden,  native  of  Lindale,  Tex.  Education;  Lonnie  Stewart,  Jr  na- 
(married  to  Suzanne  LeCren  of  Carth-  tive  of  Pascagoula,  Master  of  Religi- 
age,  Miss),  Master  of  Divinity;  Mar-  ous  Education,  Dale  Sauls,  minister  of 
vin  Dale  Little,  pastor,  Springdale  education,  First  Baptist  Church  Rich- 
Baptist  Church,  West,  Miss.,  native  of  land,  MRE;  Mark  B.  Lott,  financial 
McComb,  Master  of  Divinity;  James  secretary,  Baptist  Association  of  Gre- 
E.  Blackwell,  minister  of  youth,  38th  ater  New  Orleans,  native  of  Petal 
Avenue  Baptist  Church,  Hattiesburg,  Miss.,  MRE;  Kevin  Griffin  staff’ 
native  of  Bogalusa,  La.,  Master  of  Di-  King’s  Arrow  Ranch,  Lumber  ton  na- 
vinity;  Danny  Von  Kanel,  First  Bap-  tive  of  Pearl,  MRE;  Richard  Calvin 
tist  Church,  Macon,  native  of  Pas-  Greene,  minister  of  music/youth 
cagoula,  Master  of  Church  Music;  Parkview  Baptist  Church  Metairte’ 


■  *  MRE ;  Clarence  W.  Qualls,  Jr. ,  pastor. 

Bluff  Springs  Baptist  Church,  DeKalb, 
native  of  Huntington,  W  Va.,  as- 
E Z^M  sociate  of  divinity  degree  in  pastorate 

I  j  ministry, 

Romey  Power,  native  of  Jackson, 
associateofdivinitydegreeinpastoral 
ministry;  J.  Wayne  McNeill,  pastor. 
Moak’s  Creek  Baptist  Church,  Sum- 
mit,  native  of  Charleston,  S.  C.,  as- 
sociate  of  divinity  degree  in  pastoral 
ministry;  William  Antony  Martin, 
pastor.  First  Baptist,  Milton.  La  ,  na- 
tive  of  Vicksburg,  associate  of  divinity 
degree  in  pastoral  ministry;  Charles 
| E  Maples,  pastor,  Carson  Baptist 

Church,  Carson,  Miss.,  native  of  De- 

Landrum  P.  Leaved  (left),  president  of  New  Orleans  Seminary,  masts  with  Missis-  catur,  Ala.,  associate  of  divinity  de- 
sippi  doctoral  candidates  prior  to  commencement  exercises  May  21.  Standing  with  gree  in  pastoral  ministry;  Charles  R. 
him  (from  left)  am:  Jimmy  Ward  Dukes,  formerly  of  Jackson  and  a  Delta  State  Davis,  pastor,  Mt.  Nebo  Baptist 
Univeraity  graduate;  Charles  A.  Rsy,  Jr.,  formerly  of  Brandon;  Dan  R.  Finley,  pastor  of  Church,  Collinsville,  native  of  Meri- 
Bettiel  Baptist  Church,  Poplarville;  David  H.  Lea,  Jr.,  of  Gautier  and  a  William  Carey  dian,  associate  of  divinity  of  pastoral 
College  graduate;  and  John  Arthur  Temple,  formerly  of  StarkviNe  and  a  Mississippi  mmistry;  Richard  L.  Blye,  Jr.,  pastor, 
Stats  Univeraity  graduate.  Duke  and  Ray  received  the  Doctor  of  Theology  degree.  Parkview  Baptist  Chapel,  Picayune, 
Finley  received  the  Doctor  of  Education  degree,  and  Lee  and  Temple  received  the  native  of  Picayune,  associate  of  divin- 
Doctor  of  Ministry  degree.  By  in  pastoral  ministry. 
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What  is  a  candle  for? 


.  _  By  Kate _ 

.  What  is  a  candle  for?  Recently  I  saw  a  “Helpful  Hint’  ’  in  a  magazine  which  said 
save  the  ends  of  your  candles  because  they  come  in  handy  for  these  various  uses: 
First,  after  addressing  your  letter  nib  the  candle  stub  over  the  address,  thus 
[waxing  and  waterproofing  the  address.  * 

Second,  melt  down  and  pour  into  cookie  molds,  w^th  wicks  to 
|  form  cute  animal  candles  to  amuse  your  children. 

Third ,  md  t  some  and  let  the  child  drop  a  bit  of  the  hot  wax  on 
[the  back  of  the  envelope  to  seal  the  letter  as  in  anci  *nt  times 
Fourth,  candles  can  be  placed  unlighted  for  iterations 
[about  in  various  rooms  of  the  house. 

Fifth,  they  can  be  put  in  a  very  convenient  place  with  a  jar  of 

I  matches  nearby  in  case  of  an  emergency  when  th;  Tights  go 
out  \ 

Sixth,  they  can  be  used  for  a  romantic  atmosphere  with  your 
best  loved  one,  other  times  than  you r  50th  wedding  anniversary.  r 
But  of  all  these  interesting  uses  of  a  candle,  none  is  the  reason  vfty  we  have 


The  reason  we  have  candles  is  that  in  the  day  they  were  invented  they  were 
needed  for  light  And  even  today  thereal  purpose  of  a  candle  is  far  light  Only  as  a 
candle  burns,  the  flame  flickering  occasionally  with  a  breath  of  air,  does  the 
exquisite  beauty  come  to  light 

And  so  it  is  with  a  Christian.  We  can  spend  our  lives  in  many  useful  and  good 
ways,  but  we  actually  meet  our  destiny  when  we  let  our  light  shine  in  a  dark 
place.  Our  light  may  be  alone,  or  with  others  in  a  great  candelabrum. 

There  are  many  good  things  in  the  world,  and  often  a  Christian  forgets  that 
there  are  degrees  of  usefulness  The  better  things  are  above  the  good  things,  but 
the  best  is  what  the  Christian  is  always  striving  to  attain. 

We  do  not  want  our  candles  to  be  always  waxing  over  addresses  onenvelopes, 
or  becoming  amusing  incidents  in  the  lives  of  others,  nor  a  mere  decoration  for  a 
party,  or  just  stored  away  until  an  emergency,  or  for  an  extra  spec  iat  day  like 
Thanksgiving,  Christmas,  Easter,  or  Mother’s  Day. 

What  we  do  want  is  each  day  our  candle  lighted ,  a  light  the  Lord  can  depend  on, 
the  world  can  see,  and  Satan  cannot  blow  out 

In  Psalm  18:23,  David  says,  “For  thou  wilt  light  my  lamp;  Jehovah  my  God 
will  lighten  my  darkness.” 

Our  light  is  lighted  by  God,  for  Jesus  said,  “I  am  the  light  of  the  world,  and  ye 
are  the  light  of  the  world,  therefore  let  your  light  shine  before  men  that  they  may 
see  and  glorify  your  Father  in  heaven.” 

Kate  Durham  Morgan  (Mrs.  W.  C.)  is  a  member  of  Woodland  Hills  Baptist 


Jerry  Clower  speaks  out 
with  Royal  Ambassadors 


BRENTWOOD,  Tenn.  (BP)  — 
Mississippi  humorist  Jerry  Clower  has 
joined  forces  with  the  Royal  Ambas¬ 
sador  Speak  Out  Program  of  the 
Brotherhood  Department  of  the  Ten¬ 
nessee  Baptist  Convention. 

Royal  Ambassadors  (RAs)  is  a  mis¬ 
sion  organization  in  Southern  Baptist 
churches  for  boys  in  the  first  through 
twelfth  grades.  The  Speak  Out  Prog¬ 
ram  has  been  part  of  the  RA  state  con¬ 
vention  activities  for  several  years, 
hit  beginning  with  the  1984  session  in 
Memphis,  boys  in  the  tenth,  eleventh, 
and  twelfth  grades  will  participate  in 
the  “Jerry  Clower  Ambassador  Ser¬ 
vice  Speak  Out.” 

They  will  write  their  own  speeches 
on  moral  and  social  subjects,  consis¬ 
tent  with  the  missionary  education 

emphasis  of  RAs  and  deliver  them  at 


the  state  convention.  Clowgr  will  pre¬ 
sent  an  award  to  each  participant. 

Gower,  a  Ytipso  Gty  layman,  said 
the  first  time  lie  ever  spoke  in  public 
was  at  a  Baptist  Young  People’s  Union 
meeting.  “Simply,  I  am  on  your  side,” 
Clower  told  a  group  of  Tennessee  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention  leadership.  ‘‘Being 
identified  with  the  Speak  Out  Program 
seems  appropriate— after  all,  I  make 
my  living  by  speaking  out  in  public. 

“The  things  that  happen  to  us  as 
youngsters  have  the  greatest  impact 
on  our  lives.  I  want  to  help  boys  learn 
to  express  themselves  and  to  express 
that  Christianity  works!” 

Tandy  Rice,  Gower’s  agent  and  also 
an  active  Baptist  layman,  originated 
the  idea  of  Gower  joining  forces  with 
the  Speak  Out  Program _ 


Oak  Grove  Chwrch  (Wins tea):  June 
12-17;  Sunday  at  11  a.m.  and  7:80  p.m.  • 
Mon.-Fri.  at7:80  p.m.;  Phil  Gillis.pas^ 
tor,  Good  Hope,  Winston  County, 
evangelist;  Ivan  Reynolds  and  Caro¬ 
lyn  Anthony,  leading  the  music;  W.  A. 
McPheeters,  pastor. 

Ptoe Level,  Leakesville:  June 28-29; 
regular  Sunday  services  with  the 
weekday  services  at  11  a  m.  and  7 
p.m.;  Anis  Shorrosh  of  Mobile,  Ala., 
evangelist;  Ronnie  Cottingham, 
Lucedale,  music  evangelist;  David 
Maclsaac,  pastor. 

Sardis  Baptist  Church  (Smith): 
June  19-24;  pastor,  James  K.  Burke, 
evangelist;  Pete  Ainsworth,  church 
music  director,  to  direct  the  music; 
Sunday  11  a.m.  and  7  p.m. ;  Mon.-Fri., 
7:30  p.m. 

Coila  Baptist  Church,  Coila:  June 
5-10;  each  night  at 8;  homecoming  was 
held  June  5,  with  lunch  served  at  the 
church  and  C.  C.  Burns  of  Forest  as 
guest  speaker;  Billy  Blakely,  pastor. 

Ora  Baptist  Church,  Collins:  June 
12-17;  at  11  a.m.  and  7  p.m.  on  Sun.; 
7:30  week  nights ;  Valton  Douglas,  pas¬ 
tor,  Bethlehem  Church,  Jones  County, 
evangelist;  Wilmer  Holifield, 
Taylorsville,  music  director;  Jerry 
Slonaker,  pastor. 


Bond  Baptist  Church,  Bond: 

homecoming;  June  26;  Ellis  Jones, 
former  pastor,  guest  speaker  in  the  11 
a.m.  service;  dinner  on  the  grounds;  a 
service  of  testimony  and  song  featur¬ 
ing  the  Marie  Family  of  Wiggins,  at 
1:30  p.m.;  Ervene  Jarrell,  chairman, 
homecoming  committee. 

Providence,  Tiplersville  (Tippah): 

homecoming;  June  12;  Sunday  School 
at  10  a.m. ;  message  at  11  a.m.  by  Don 
Wilson,  new  pastor;  dinner  on  the 
ground;  singing  in  the  afternoon. 

Rehobeth,  north  of  Pelahatchie 
(Rankin):  June  12;  regular  morning 
service;  lunch  at  the  church  at  noon; 
afternoon  song  service;  Rick  Ham- 
mar strom,  pastor. 

Sbabuta  (Garke):  June  12;  James 
T.  Bryant,  former  pastor,  to  preach 
the  11  a.m.  message;  lunch  to  be 
served  in  the  U.  C.  Wells  Annex. 

Lina  Baptist  Church:  June  19, 
homecoming;  Mrs.  Lady  Burrell  Day, 
Dale  Wilson,  FBC,  Moss,  speakidg  at 
the  11  a.m.  service;  a  local  group, 
“The  Tiravis  Cooper  Group,”  to  sing  in 
the  afternoon;  Sonny  Redwine,  pastor. 


Jehu  Earie  Deut,  Jr.,  native  of  Char¬ 
leston,  S.C.,  has  accepted  the  position 
of  professor  in  the  Department  of  Re¬ 
ligion  at  Clarke  College.  Dent  will 
begin  his  work  in  August  Dent  is  a 
graduate  of  Baptist  College  at  Char¬ 
leston.  He  holds  the  master  of  divinity 
degree  from  New  Orleans  Seminary, 
where  he  is  a  doctorate  of  theology 
candidate  in  New  Testament  and 
Greek.  He  has  served  as  pastor  at 
Roseland  Baptist  Church,  Roseland, 
La.,  and  is  chaplain  in  the  Air  Force 
Reserve. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Paige  Cothrea,  native 
Mississippians  now  with  Directive 
Counseling  Center,  Broadway  Baptist 
Church,  Memphis,  Tenn.,  recently 
conducted  a  family  life  conference  for 
the  Attala  Baptist  Association,  W. 
Levon  Moore,  director  of  missions. 

Thirty-four  students,  faculty  and 
staff  members  at  Golden  Gate  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary,  Mill  Valley, 
Calif. ,  were  given  awards  and  recogni¬ 
tions  during  the  institution’s  fifth  an¬ 
nual  Awards  Chapel.  Those  from  Mis¬ 
sissippi  showing  “outstanding  merit 
and  accomplishment”  were  Janie 
Cox,  Raleigh,  and  Donald  Dent,  Holly 
Springs. 

A  Georgia  native  has  been  named 
director  of  college  relations  at  New  Or¬ 
leans  Seminary.  John  Frank  Jr.  of 

I  Macon  will  serve  as 
a  liaison  between 
seminary  and 
lege  and  univer- 
Isity  students  con- 
I  sidering  theological 
[training.  He  will  as- 
list  the  registrar, 
lart  Neal,  in  re¬ 
quiting  prospec¬ 
tive  students.  Gib¬ 
son  is  a  second  year  master  of  divinity 
student  at  the  seminary.  The  Missis¬ 
sippi  College  graduate  has  served  as 
minister  of  youth  at  Southside  Baptist 
Church,  Baton  Rouge,  and  at  First : 
Baptist  Church,  Greenwood,  Miss.  He 
was  interim  pastor  at  First  Baptist 
Church,  Tchula,  Miss. 

The  second  semester  graduation 

service  for  Baptist  Bible  Institute, 
Graceville,  FI.,  was  held  Friday,  May 
20,  1983,  at  First  Baptist  Church  of 
Dothan,  Ala.  Peter  Rhea  Jones,  pastor 
of  First  Baptist  Church,  Decatur,  Ga. , 
addressed  the  graduating  class  of  45 
men  and  women.  Mississippians  re¬ 
ceiving  degrees  were  Larry  Darden, 
Escatawpa,  diploma  in  theology; 
Joseph  Loving,  Florence,  bachelor  of 
ministry  degree  in  Biblical  studies; 
and  Jimmy  Willey,  Mathiston, 
bachelor  of  ministry  degree  in  Biblical 
studies. 


Sid  Taylor  (on  the  right)  has  received  an  award  of  appreciation  from  Adrian  Wright, 
left  Superintendent  of  the  Jackson  County  Adult  Detention  Cent or.  Taylor  was  cited 
for  his  chaplaincy  work  at  the  detention  facility,  where  he  is  official  Protestant 
chaplain,  working  on  a  volunteer  basis.  Taylor  baptized  six  jnmates  at  the  jail  last  year 
and  has  baptized  five  so  far  this  year.  The  baptistry  is  a  large  metal  livestock  watering 
trough.  Taylor  also  ministers  at  several  other  jails  and  also  at  Parchman.  He  is 
Director  of  Prison  Evangelism  Outreach,  a  jail  and  prison  ministry  organization  that 
ministers  to  inmates  and  their  families.  His  ultimate  goal,  he  said,  is  to  see  a  dynamic 
jail  ministry  in  place  at  every  county  jail  in  Mississippi.  Taylor  was  ordained  Jan.  9  of 
this  year.  He  is  a  member  of  Emmanuel  Baptist  Church,  Jackson  County. 


Gary  N.  Nichols,  minister  of  educa¬ 
tion  and  visitation  at  First  Baptist 
Church,  Long  Beach,  Miss.,  has  been 
elected  associate  in  the  Church  Train¬ 
ing  department,  Florida  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention.  Nichols  is  a  native  of  Newton, 
Miss.,  and  a  graduate  of  William 
Carey  College  and  New  Orleans  Semi¬ 
nary.  He  previously  served  as  minis¬ 
ter  of  education  of  Tyler  town  Baptist 
Church,  Tyler  town,  Miss.,  and  Five 
Points  Baptist  Church,  Northport, 
Ala.,  and  has  served  part-time  educa¬ 
tion  and  music  positions  with  churches 
in  New  Orleans,  La. ,  and  Magee,  Miss. 
He  was  an  approved  Church  Training 
worker  for  both  Alabama  and  Missis¬ 
sippi  Baptist  conventions. 

E.  Y.  Soileau  died  on  May  10  in  Ville 
Platte,  La.  For  many  years  he  was 
pastor  of  Pine  Grove  Baptist  Church, 
Pearl  River  County,  Miss.,  and  of  Cal¬ 
vary  Baptist  Church,  Marion  County. 
Before  retirement,  he  served  pasto¬ 
rates  for  a  number  of  years  in  Califor¬ 
nia.  Mrs.  Soileau  survives  him.  She 
lives  at  225  Scenic  Drive,  Ville  Platte, 
La.  70586 

Harriett*  Patricia  Homer,  46,  wife 
of  A1  Homo-,  pastor  of  Center  Ridge 
Baptist  Church,  Yazoo  Gty,  died  June 
5.  Funeral  services  were  held  Tuesday 
night,  June  7,  at  7  p.m.  at  Stricklin- 
King  Funeral  Home,  Yazoo  Gty,  and 
at 2  p.m.,  June  8,  at  Gtilsburg  Baptist 
Church,  Osyka,,  where  Homer  was 
formerly  pastor.  Survivors  in  addition 
to  her  husband  are  two  daughters, 
Mrs.  Pam  Watts,  Alexandria,  La.; 
Jonella  Homer,  Yazoo  City;  her 
mother,  Mrs-  Donellg  Deakin,  Miami, 
Fla.;  two matery  eng  grmdcbtid  - 


Wilbur  Walters,  pastor  of  West 
Salem  Baptist  Church,  Rich  ton,  has 
this  month  received  two  degrees  from 
International  Bible  Institute  and 
Seminary,  Orlando,  Fla.,  a  Doctor  of 
Philosophy  degree  and  an  honorary 
Doctor  of  Divinity  degree. 


CHARLES  R.  DAVIS  (left),  of  Col¬ 
linsville,  is  congratulated  by  Joe  H. 
Cothen,  vice  president  for  academic  af¬ 
fairs  at  New  Orleans  Seminary,  for  his 
selection  as  the  Outstanding  Student  in 
the  Associate  of  Divinity  program  for  the 
1962-83  acadejnic  year.  Also  Davis  was 
presented  the  five-volume  ZONDERVAN 
PICTORIAL  ENCYCLOPEDIA  OF  THE 
BIBL  E  at  a  special  Awards  Day  ceremony 
May  17.  This  was  furnished  by  Zonder- 
van  Press.  Davis  is  the  pastor  of  Mt.  Nebo 
Baptist  Church,  Collinsville. 

David  Blackwell,  pastor,  Bellevue 
Baptist  Church,  Pontotoc  County,  was 
ordained  to  the  ministry  May  22. 

Edward  Bagwell  and  Dee  Flaherty 
were  ordained  as  deacons  June  5  at 
Springville  Church,  Pontotoc  County, 
pastor,  Hex  Ant _ 


Bible  Book 


Uniform 


Life  and  Work 


Elijah  vs.  Baal  worship 


Jethro:  wise  adviser 


A  man  resisting  God 


By  Joe  H.  To  ten,  pastor, 
Calvary,  Jackson 
I  Kings  17:1-18:46  > 

Ahab  was  Israel’s  seventh  king  in  a 
period  of  approximately  62  years,  an 
average  of  less  than  nine  years  of  rule 
by  each  one.  Judah  had  only  three 
kings  during  that  time.  Ahab  “did  that 
which  was  evil  in  the  sight  of  Jehovah 
above  all  that  were  before  him”  (I 
Kings  16:30).  His  two  major  sins  were 
that  he  walked  ‘‘in  the  sins  of 
Jeroboam  the  son  of  Nebat”  and  “took 
to  wife  Jezebel  the  daughter  of  Eth- 
baal  king  of  the  Sidonians”  (I  Kings 
16:31).  } 

Tyre  and  Sidon,  located  in  what  is 
now  southern  Lebanon,  were  centers 
of  Baal  worship.  Notice  that  “baal” 
constituted  a  part  of  the  name  of  the 
king  of  Sidon,  Jezebel’s  father.  Ahab 
actually  worshipped  Baal.  Further¬ 
more,  he  built  a  sanctuary  and  altar  to 
Baal  in  Samaria,  the  capital  of  his 
kingdom.  Jezebel  had  a  missionary 
zeal  for  Baal  worship,  and  Ahab  en¬ 
couraged  the  expansion  of  Baal  wor¬ 
ship  with  the  resources  of  bis  govern¬ 
ment.  Under  Ahab,  with  Jezebel’s  ag¬ 
gressiveness,  Baal  worship- virtually 
became  the  state  religion  in  Israel. 

Why  was  Baal  worship  consistently 
and  strongly  condemned  by  prophets 
and  biblical  writers?  First,  there  is 
only  one  true  and  living  God,  and  his 
name  is  Jehovah.  Baal  was  a  false  god, 
who  existed  only  in  the  imaginations  of 
people.  Second,  Jehovah  is  the 
Creator,  and  he  is  the  one  who  sustains 
ail  life.  Baal,  in  the  imaginations  of  the 
worshippers,  was  the  fertility  god. 
They  gave  Baal  credit  for  what 
Jehovah  was  doing  in  sustaining  life. 
Third,  the  fertility  worship  led  to  the 
practice  of  religious  prostitution. 
Fourth,  Baal  worship  embodied  no 
moral  and  ethical  standards.  Con¬ 
sequently,  it  coukl  lead  only  to  an  ever 
increasing  degeneracy  in  human  life. 
It  had  absolutely  no  upward  pull  on 
human  life,  as  do  the  Jewish  and  Chris¬ 
tian  religions,  only  a  downward  pull 
morally  and  ethically.  Fifth,  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  Israel  had  entered  into  a  co¬ 
venant  with  Jehovah,  and  Baal  wor¬ 
ship  was  a  decisive  disavowal  of  the 
covenant.  The  prophets  comdemned 
it  They  knew  Baal  worship  literally 
would  destroy  Israel.  It  did. 

Elijah  and  the  drought  (I  Kings 
17:1-24).  As  God’s  miracles  in  the 
plagues  in  the  days  of  Moses  each 
struck  at  the  pagan  religion  of  Egypt, 
so  the  drought  in  the  days  of  Elijah 
struck  at  the  heart  of  pagan  Baal  wor¬ 
ship.  The  so-called  fertility  god  did  not 
tiring  forth  many  fertile  crops  during 
the -absence  of  rain.  The  drought  was 


pronounced  by  Elijah,  a  prophet  of 
Jehovah,  and  it  was  pronounced  in  the 
presence  of  Ahab  (I  Kings  17:1).  Actu¬ 
ally,  Elijah  was  making  an  effort  to 
bring  Ahab  to  a  point  of  faith  in 
Jehovah.  God  made  three  definite  at¬ 
tempts  to  arouse  faith  in  Ahab,  name¬ 
ly,  the  drought,  the  contest  at  Carmel 
and  the  defeat  of  Ben-Had  ad 

Elijah  demands  an  audience  with 
Ahab  (I  Kings  18:1-16).  The  drought 
which  Elijah  had  announced  had 
lasted  three  years.  Life  in  the  land  had 
become  hard.  Vegetation  had  dried. 
The  animals  were  dying.  Ahab  had 
searched  for  jBijah,  the  “troubler  of 
Israel”  (I  Kuigs  18:17),  even  in  other 
countries.  Jezebel  had  killed  many  erf 
the  prophets  of  Jehovah  (I  Kings 
18:13).  People  were  fearful.  Times 
were  tense.  It  is  no  wonderthat  Elijah 
had  much  difficulty  convincing 
Obadiah  that  he  wanted  an  audience 
with  Ahab. 

The  battieon  Mount  Carmel  (I  Kings 

18:17-48).  The  prophets  of  Baal  were 
allowed  to  “eat  at  Jezebel’s  table”  (I 
Kings  18:19).  Thus,  pagan  Baal  wor¬ 
ship  was  subsidized  by  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  Israel.  The  very  name  “Is¬ 
rael”  had  been  given  to  Jacob  when  he 
wrestled  with  God  in  prayer.  The 
meaning  of  the  name  was  “prince  with 
God,”  indicating  that  Jacob  had  pre¬ 
vailed  in  prayer.  Now,  Elijah,  the  only 
active  prophet  in  the  whole  land  of  Is¬ 
rael,  faced  four  hundred  And  fifty  of 
Baal’s  prophets,  and  he,  too,prevailed 
in  prayer  as  did  Jacob  (I  Kings  18:36- 
37).  It  was  a  simple  prayer,  marked  by 
genuine  reverence  and  clear  faith. 
God  answered  in  an  awesome  and 
glorious  demonstration  of  his  living 
presence  (I  Kings  18:38).  Baal  gave 
neither  sound  nor  movement,  even 
through  450  of  his  devotees  pleaded  for 
hours,  because  he  did  not  exist  Ahab 
was  there  and  witnessed  the  contest. 
Furthermore,  Elijah  anpounced  to 
Ahab  that  the  prolonged  drought  was 
over. 

Ahab  hurried  to  Jezreel  ahead  of  a 
torrential  rain.  Elijah  wasecstatic.  He 
knew  that  the  mocking  defeat  of  the 
prophets  of  Baal  and  the  wonderful 
rain  after  the  prolonged  drought 
surely  had  won  Ahab  to  faith  in 
Jehovah.  He  was  so  hopeful  that  he 
outran  Ahab  to  the  entrance  of  Jezreel . 
Alas,  he  was  mistaken!  What  looked 
like  a  promising  revival  turned  out  to 
have  no  results.  Elijah’f* discourage¬ 
ment  would  drive  him  to  the  juniper 
tree  and  a  request  for  God  to  let  him 
die.  _  , 

Creation  is  not  more  complex  than 
we  think  it  is.  It  is  more  complex  than 
we  can  think! 


By  John  G.  Armistead,  pastor 
Calvary,  Tnpelo 
Exodus  18:13-24 

Moses  was  a  great  man  of  God,  but 
he  was  not  a  superman.  He  could  and 
did  attempt  to  do  some  things  the  hard 
way  and  he  did  need  the  helpful  advice 
of  others  in  order  to  accomplish  the  job 
God  had  given  him  to  do.  Last  week  we 
saw  how  he  needed  the  help  of  his 
brother  Aaron.  In  this  passage  we  see 
how  he  benefited  from  the  help  of  his 
father-in-law,  Jethro. 

When  Moses  fled  Egypt  after  killing 
the  Egyptian,  he  came  to  the  “land  of 
Midian”  (Exodus  2:15).  This  was  the 
area  of  the  Syro- Arabian  desert  on  the 
eastern  shore  of  the  Gulf  of  Aquabah 
where  the  nomadic  Midianites  lived. 
The  Midianites  were  descendants  of 
Abraham  and  thus  kin  to  the  Hebrews. 
These  were  a  desert  people  who  two 
hundred  years  later  were  the  first  to 
make  use  of  tHe  newly  domesticated 
camel.  Their  swift  raids  into  Palestine 
would  then  cause  a  great  hardship  to 
the  Hebrews  (cf.,  Judges  6-7). 

Moses  attached  himself  to  a  Kenite 
clan  of  the  Midianites  which  was  led  by 
a  man  named  Jethro.  Jethro  was  a 
“priest  of  Midian,”  and  Moses  mar¬ 
ried  his  daughter  Zipporah.  Jethro 
was  also  called  Reuel  (‘‘friend  of 
God”).  Undoubtedly  he  was  a  wor¬ 
shipper  of  the  true  God  as  were  several 
other  non-Hebrews  (cf.,  Melchizedek, 
Gen.  14:18-20).  For  the  next  forty 
years  Moses  worked  for  Jethro  as  a 
shepherd. 

After  his  encounter  at  Mt.  Sinai  with 
God,  Moses  took  his  leave  of  Jethro 
and  returned  to  Egypt  (Exodus  3,4). 
There  God  would  so  demonstrate  his 
awesome  power  that  Pharaoh  would 
allow  the  Hebrews  to  leave  with 
Moses.  Moses  brought  the  people  into 
the  wilderness  he  knew  so  well  and  was 
approaching  Mt.  Sinai.  They  had  al¬ 
ready  suffered  many  hardships.  Hie 
people  must  have  seemed  one  great 
disorganized  mass  ready  to  scatter  at 
any  moment.  Moses  needed  help.  It 
was  then  God  brought  Jethro  back  into 
his  life. 

I.  Jethro’s  reunion  with  Moses 
(Exodus  18:1-8). 

The  rumors  had  spread  swiftly 
among  the  desert  people  about  the 
Hebrews’  escape  from  Egypt  Jethro 
had  heard  that  the  throng  was  nearing 
Mt  Sinai  and  set  out  to  meet  Moses. 
Apparently  Jethro  had  been  keeping 
Moses’  wife  Zipporah  and  his  two  sons, 
Gershom  and  Eliezer,  while  Moses 
was  in  Egypt  Now  Jethro  brought 
Moses’  family  with  him  to  the  Hebrew 


camp.  Moses  respectfully  greeted  his 
father-in-law  and  reported  to  him  all 
the  hardships  the  people  had  encoun¬ 
tered  (no  food,  no  water,  the  attacks  of 
the  Amalekites)  and  how  God  had  de¬ 
livered  them. 

II.  Jethro’s  response  to  Moses’  report 
(Exodus  18:9-12). 

Jethro  rejoiced  at  hearing  what  God 
had  done  for  them  and  praised  God. 
Then  he  offered  a  sacrifice  to  God. 
Moses,  Aaron  and  the  elders  of  the 
people  participated  in  the  sacrificial 
meal. 

III.  Jethro’s  observation  of  Moses 
work  (Exodus  18:13-18). 

The  next  day  Jethro  observed  Moses 
functioning  as  a  judge  for  the  people. 
They  brought  their  grievances  large 
and  small  to  Moses  from  morning  till 
evening.  Moses  explained  to  Jethro  he 
had  to  decide  between  the  plaintiffs 
and  make  them  know  the  Law  of  God. 

IV.  Jethro’s  wise  advice  (Exodns 
18:17-24). 

Jethro  reacted  strongly  to  Moses’ 
routine.  He  told  him  what  he  was  doing 
was  not  good(v.  17).  He  would  not  only 
wear  out  himself  but  the  people  also. 
Many  must  have  been  quite  impatient 
waiting  for  Moses  and  have  taken  mat¬ 
ters  into  their  own  hands.  “This  thing 
is  too  heavy  for  you,”  Jethro  said. 
“You  are  not  able  to  do  it  by  yourself” 
(v.  18) 

Jethro  suggested  that  Moses 
prioritize  his  work.  He  would  still  rep¬ 
resent  God  to  the  people  and  the  people 
to  God.  He  would  teach  them  God’s 
laws,  how  they  were  to  live  and  work. 
However,  he  must  appoint  others  to 
handle  all  the  smaller  decision¬ 
making.  He  was  to  set  up  an  organiza¬ 
tion  chart  with  many  others  to  help 
him.  Jethro  said,  “It  shall  be  easier  for 
you,  and  they  shall  bear  the  burden 
with  you”  (v.  22).  In  this  way  it  would 
be  better  for  the  people  as  well  as 
Moses  (v.  23). 

It  was  good  advice  and  Moses  fol¬ 
lowed  it  to  the  letter.  No  man  can  do 
God’s  work  alone.  All  must  share  in  it 
The  apostles  in  the  early  church  knew 
this.  They  had  the  people  to  select 
seven  men  to  help  with  certain  work  in 
order  that  they  could  give  themselves 
totally  “to  prayer  and  the  ministry  of 
the  word”  (Acts6:4).  No  one  is  to  be  a 
“one  man  show.”  The  pastor,  deacons, 
Sunday  School  teachers,  and  every 
church  member  must  share  God’s 
work  if  it  is  to  be  done  and  done  right 


Though  the  people  support  the  gov¬ 
ernment  the  government  should  not 
support  the  people.— Grover  Cleve¬ 
land. 


By  Beverly  V.  Tinnin,  pastor, 
First,  Meridian 
Jonah  1:1-5,  8-18, 14-15 
The  book  of  Jonah  is  in  the  Old  Tes¬ 
tament  to  teach  the  love  of  God  for  the 
whole  human  race.  No  other  book  is 
more  explicit  in  teaching  God’s  con¬ 
cern  for  all  people. 

Other  books  of  prophecy  are  made 
up  of  the  messages  with  only  brief  nar¬ 
rative  material.  The  book  of  Jonah  is 
almost  entirely  biographical.  Space  is 
not  spared  in  telling  his  story.  None  of 
his  sermons  are  included  with  the  ex¬ 
ception  of  the  few  verses  which  record 
his  warning  to  Nineveh. 

Only  the  fact  that  his  story  was  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  sacred  canon  gives  us  a 
clue  that  he  never  came  around  to  see¬ 
ing  from  God’s  perspective.  It  is 
never  explicit  that  he  was  a  willing 
participant  in  God’s  work  of  human 
redemption  among  the  gentile  nations. 

Many  critics  have  felt  the  book  of 
Jonah  was  allegorical ;  that  Jonah  was 
not  a  historical  figure.  The  fact  that 
Jesus  referred  to  him  as  a  real  figure 
from  the  past  should  put  this  idea  to 
rest.  He  was  as  truly  a  mortal  man 
used  by  God  as  Ezekiel,  Isaiah,  or 
Jeremiah. 

Jonah  spurns  God's  command  (1:1- 
3) 

Jonah  means  “dove,"  which  is  the 
symbol  of  “peace.”  His  life  was  any¬ 
thing  but  peaceful.  “Amitai”  means 
“faithfulness.”  At  the  first  he  seemed 
anything  but  faithful. 

Nineveh  was  the  capital  of  the  world 
empire  Assyria.  The  fall  of  the  ten 
northern  tribes  in  721  B.C.  to  the  Assy¬ 
rian  empire  was  the  equal  of  Hitler’s 
sadism  in  his  murder  of  six  million 
Jews.  Whole  villages  were  crucified. 
So  complete  was  the  destruction  that 
the  northern  kingdom  is  referred  to  as 
the  “ten  lost  tribes.”  No  trace  in  his¬ 
tory  remained  of  this  despoiled  king¬ 
dom  after  the  Assyrians  sacked  it 
Undoubtedly,  friends  and  kinsmen 
of  Jonah  died  in  the  holocaust  He  was 
adamant  about  not  obeying  God  and 
going  to  preach  to  the  capital  of  the 
murderous  nation.  Instead  he  went  to 
Joppa  where  the  modern  city  of  Tel 
Aviv  is  located  and  boarded  a  ship 
bound  for  Europe.  Nineveh  lay  due 
east  Jonah  sailed  west  in  exactly  the 
opposite  direction  God  commanded 
him  to  go. 

The  storm  at  tea  (Vv.  4,5) 

As  soon  as  the  ship  sailed  out  on  the 
sea  the  Lord  “threw”  a  storm  at  it  As 
a  boy  selects  a  fiat  rock  and  sends  it 
skipping  across  a  pond,  God  sailed  a 
storm  directly  in  the  path  of  the  little 
boat  carrying  Jonah.  The  little  ship 
was  not  built  to  withstand  such  a  pow¬ 


erful  tempest. 

The  sailors  were  petrified  with  fear 
and  began  to  cry  to  their  heathen  gods 
for  deliverance.  Jonah  was  many 
things  but  he  was  no  coward.  He  lay  in 
the  hold  of  the  ship  sleeping  through 
the  storm. 

Jonah  accepts  the  blame  for  the 
storm  (Vv.  8-10) 

When  the  storm  continued  in  veloc¬ 
ity,  the  mariners  searched  out  Jonah 
and  awakened  him.  Feeling  he  may  in 
some  way  be  responsible  for  their  pre¬ 
dicament  they  began  to  interrogate 
him.  In  response  to  their  questions  he 
told  them  he  was  a  Hebrew  who  wor¬ 
shipped  the  God  of  heaven  who  made 
the  land  and  the  sea.  Furthermore,  he 
admitted  he  was  running  away  from 
God.  They  fell  back  in  terror  scream¬ 
ing,  “That’s  an  awful  thing  to  do.” 

His  courage,  but  foolhardiness,  was 
apparent  when  he  counselled  the  men 
to  throw  him  into  the  sea  to  placate  the 
anger  of  God.  He  would  rather  die  than 
obey  God  and  preach  to  the  people  he 
so  hated. 

The  correct  antidote  (Vv.  14,15) 

The  sailors  began  to  cry  out  to  God  at 
first  not  to  destroy  the  innocent  with 
the  guilty.  The  storm  continued  and  it 
became  apparent  to  them  drastic 
measures  were  necessary. 

The  sailors  then  took  the  renegade 
prophet  and  tossed  him  oveboard  into 
the  churning  sea.  To  their  Veat  relief 
the  sea  became  calm  immediately  We 
can  imagine  that  they  were  convinced 
of  the  power  of  the  Lord  by  the  as¬ 
tonishing  miracle.  Perhaps  they  cal¬ 
led  upon  him  in  their  prayers  as  the 
people  of  Nineveh  did  later  when 
Jonah  preached  to  them.  God  had  used 
the  testimony  of  the  prophet  on  the 
deck  of  the  storm  tossed  ship  to  con¬ 
vert  the  sailors  aboard. 

The  saga  of  the  reluctant  prophet 
will  be  continued  next  week. 


Mrs.  Mildred  N.  McAtee,  mother  of 
James  E.  McAtee,  missionary  to  In¬ 
donesia,  passed  away  April  28  in 
Jackson,  Miss.  He  may  be  addressed 
at  Kotak  Pos  i,  Kediri,  Jatim,  In¬ 
donesia.  He  and  his  wife,  the  forme' 
Carolyn  Mahaffey,  are  natives  of 
Jackson,  Miss. 

Glenn  and  Polly  Morris,  mis¬ 
sionaries  to  Thailand,  have  arrived  in 
the  States  for  furlough  (address:  1300 
West  Capitol  St.,  Jackson,  Miss. 
39807).  He  is  a  native  of  Atlanta,  Ga., 
and  she  is  the  former  Polly  Love  of 
Hattiesburg,  Miss. 


/ 


